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PEACOCK BASS ANGLER
“The Complete Peacock Bass Angler is a virtual how-to course on finding peacock bass and catching them. Not one to spare details, Gary Laden identifies lures, key presentations and tricks that will have you catching ‘grandes’ in no time.”  

                                                                     Steve Quinn, Senior Editor 
                                                                                            In-Fisherman Magazine



By Dr. Gary Laden
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FORWARD  
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I had never fished for peacock bass. To tell the truth, I'd never even thought very much about peacock bass or where they might live. And then I attended a Shallow Water Fishing Exposition in Atlanta, Georgia and was introduced to Gary Laden. Much of my life has been spent fishing for a variety of exciting fish species, in some very wonderful parts of the world and I'm aware of an angler’s passion generated by these creatures and places. It was real passion that I recognized in Gary as he began my introduction to his favorite fish – one named after a land-dwelling bird.
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With this passion, Gary painted pictures of these colorful gamefish, their homes and their nature (very bad) - all of which got me curious. He showed me photos of their jungle territories and of the other fish, animals and reptiles that share space with the peacock and he described their tackle busting disdain for anglers. I got more curious! Then, just as I began to wonder how I might get a first hand look at peacock country and its star inhabitant, Gary issued the invitation: "Flip, I would like to invite you and the film crew to be my guest along the Amazon for some unforgettable peacock action." 

Well, now I've been there! Made the pilgrimage! Worshiped along the banks of Venezuela’s Orinoco and Ventuari Rivers and I've got Gary to thank for some of the very finest angling of my life - as well as my newest obsession (as if I needed another one) .... peacock bass.


As I write these words, I glance across my office to my tackle bench and fly tying table. In the vice is a half finished peacock bass fly which I hope will open a whole new fishing chapter as it sails through the air, propelled by a tight loop and lands against a large granite boulder..... home to a huge peacock who is experiencing a strange cosmic twitch as I think these thoughts.


I'll let you know how all this turns out, but in the meanwhile, thanks Gary for providing the vision, the itinerary and the passion. I can’t wait for our next trip together.

Flip Pallot

Long Time Host – ESPN’s Walker’s Cay Chronicles and Legendary Angler
INTRODUCTION  
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If you are reading this text in anticipation of your first peacock bass foray to Brazil, you’ll soon understand the passion that I’ve enjoyed pursuing this splendid gamefish for the past 19 years. If you’ve already experienced peacock bass fishing, I know you now, undoubtedly, share this passion, or, perhaps I should say, addiction. Whether you’re a first-time peacock bass angler, or a seasoned South American veteran, I believe that the “Complete Peacock Bass Angler” will provide you with factual information that will help you locate and catch more and larger peacock bass. The material presented within this text was gleaned from hundreds of days on various lakes and rivers throughout South America in pursuit of this fantastic gamefish, as well as from personal correspondence from clients, guides, biologists and lodge owners. 
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Since the late 1980’s, an ever-increasing number of anglers have trekked to South America to target the mighty peacock bass. While you would tend to believe that the majority of the anglers who make these trips are either skilled professionals, or perhaps anglers with years of angling experience and masters of the fly, casting or spinning rod, quite the contrary is true. While some anglers can, indeed, place a fly or plug in a coffee cup from 20 yards, the majority of anglers have not as yet mastered these technical skills; are generally unfamiliar with the plugs and flies needed to tempt peacock bass and are not very savvy about pattern fishing. This current edition will attempt to focus on helping the novice angler prepare for his or her peacock bass trip to the Amazon. There is also plenty of solid information for the more skilled peacock bass angling technicians in this text as well, including some new techniques, perfected with great success during the 2007-08 season.
YOUR FISHING GUIDES
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The Amazon fishing guides that you will be fishing with during your trip have worked with our operations for a number of years, typically resulting in an unforgettable fishing adventure for the clients. It is the day to day experience of angler and guide that has resulted in a very high percentage of repeat guest bookings to his operation. The majority of the talented guide staff are referred to as Caboclos - a person of mixed Brazilian, Indian and European ancestry. Although our guides average seven years of experience with American anglers, as well as other anglers from throughout the globe, they each possess a lifetime of knowledge regarding the Amazon watershed and its fishery and are eager to welcome you to their home and teach you about the Amazon.

One of the finest compliments ever given to our guides recently came from one of our clients – Doug Youngblood, a former Bassmasters Classic competitor and, himself, a full-time professional fishing guide of some 20 years on Lake Lanier, Georgia – who was simply astounded at what the guides would do for their guest anglers. 
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“I couldn’t believe my eyes when, in the course of just one day on the water, I saw our guide cut trees with his machete that lay toppled across a narrow creek that blocked our access to one of his private lagoons; then watch him climb a tree to retrieve a badly cast lure and then nervously sat in the boat as I observed him dive in the water to un-snag a trophy peacock we had hooked that became entangled in a tree some five feet below the surface,” said Doug. “I’ve never seen any guides - any where, any time - work so hard to make sure their clients are taken care of. And that’s just not one or two of the guides I fished with – that’s every one of them." 
While some of the guides have grasped the English language better than others, all communicate in “fishing English,” and there will be no language barrier when it comes to showing you a great day on the water. The guides are not treated simply as employees, but more like family and, in turn, they treat their guest anglers like a member of their Amazon family.
THE INCREDIBLE PEACOCK BASS 

[image: image19.jpg]


[image: image20.jpg]


It was the late 1950’s or early ‘60’s that the first accounts of peacock bass were told by the late Field and Stream editor A.J. McClane. His text described huge, hump-backed fish that had a resemblance to largemouth bass, but were much larger and were ornately colored. McClane referred to those fish as pavón, the local Venezuelan name, which loosely translated to “peacock” in English. Some believe that the “bass” moniker was either added to peacock by Florida Fish and Game personnel that were involved in the early stocking programs, or perhaps an American fishing tour operator, believing that not many “gringo” anglers would be interested in traveling to South America to catch  a fish called pavón. 

In actuality, the peacock bass is not a member of the bass family at all. It is just one of some 1,600 plus members of family of fish called cichlids. There are some striking similarities to the largemouth bass, such as basic body contour, cavernous mouth, ravenous appetite and a strong propensity to attack prey and fishing lures with a ferocity that is more reminiscent of much larger fish. One striking difference, immediately apparent is that the peacock bass is much more vividly colored in varying shades of green, blue, orange and gold. 
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“Don’t let this ‘Fan Dan’ appearance fool you,” says author and National Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame angler Spence Petros (pictured at left). “The peacock bass is much more aggressive than the largemouth, often pursuing lures or prey larger than itself. Peacocks routinely break lines, shatter rods and destroy tackle that would subdue the toughest largemouth bass. The peacock bass has evolved and actually flourishes in an environment that possesses vast schools of vicious piranhas, giant Amazon catfish the size of Volkswagens, 12-foot long armor-scaled pirarucus, alligators and an assortment of other unsavory characters that possess fangs, stingers, toxins and never-ending appetites.”

[image: image24.jpg]


[image: image25.jpg]


[image: image26.jpg]


A black circular “eye spot” – dramatically rimmed in fluorescent gold – at the base of the tail fin (see photo at left) is a common characteristic shared by all species of peacock bass. It is said that this “eye spot” resembles that found on the tail plume of the peacock fowl and perhaps this is the reason that South American anglers referred to this fish as pavón or peacock.  It has been postulated that this eye spot is a defense mechanism to deceive larger fish species in search of a meal. Fish with these eye spots are much more likely to survive a bite to the false eye to its tail than it would to the anatomic eyes situated on its head – a targeted site by larger prey species. Another unique difference between peacock bass and their North American counterparts is that both female and male fish can reach trophy proportions.  In largemouth bass, the female of the species grows the largest.
[image: image27.jpg]


[image: image28.jpg]


[image: image29.jpg]


One differentiating anatomical characteristic between male and female peacock bass is that male peacock bass develop a prominent hump (see image at right) on their head during the spawn, its purpose the source of much speculation. Some suggest this hump might serve as a natural weapon, used as a battering ram when engaged in battle with other males and to protect fry and territory. Others suggest that this is a source of protein or fat used to feed developing fry. Dr. Kirk Winemiller, a Texas A & M fisheries biologist and peacock bass expert, suggests that it is a hormonal induced structure that might make the male more appealing to the females of the species such as the mane of a large male lion. 
During your peacock bass fishing adventure to Brazil, you will likely catch three or four species of peacock bass. We will now introduce you to the various species you will likely identify during the course of your fishing trip to Brazil.
Species Identification
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Americans refer to them as peacock bass, but you will not find this moniker in the vocabulary of the average South American angler. It is estimated that some 3,500 American anglers visit South America each year to fish for this fantastic freshwater gamefish.
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Brazilians refer to this hard fighting cichlid as tucunaré, an Indian derived name. It is pronounced too-coo-na-ray.  It is the second national freshwater sportfish of Brazil behind the golden river dorado. 
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Venezuelans know the peacock bass as pavon, loosely translated to peacock. It is pronounced pa-vone. Venezuela was probably the first country to introduce American anglers to the peacock bass. 
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The barred peacock bass (cichla temensis), called tucunare acu in Brazil, banded, striped or black barred peacock, is dusky green on the dorsal surface, blending to a golden or greenish yellow on its sides. It is characterized by three black vertical bars along each side, and black irregular patches situated behind the eye on the cheek (opercula). The presence of these cheek patches will almost always distinguish it from the butterfly peacock bass, of which certain variants of this species can often resemble the barred peacock. This species can grow in excess of 27 pounds. 
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There is no debate that the cichla temensis (both the speckled and barred variety) reaches the largest proportions. Fish weighing between 12 and 20 pounds (and larger) are regularly caught while fishing on the Unini River and Rio Negro (and their tributaries). It is the barred version of cichla temensis, not the speckled, that will possesses the prominent nuchal hump.
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The speckled peacock bass (cichla temensis), called tucunare paca in Brazil, is found in the Amazon River basin in the Rio Negro and Uatumã River drainages; Orinoco River basin in Venezuela and Colombia. This species possesses three dark vertical bars (becoming more distinct and defined with age), as well as four to six rows of white or pale yellow spots or broken lines, running in horizontal rows along the length of their bodies. Brazilian peacock bass expert Dieter Kelber states that the spawning male cichla temensis does not demonstrate this speckling pattern. In addition, he also points out that the male version of cichla temensis with the prominent nuchal hump will not demonstrate the obvious white or pale yellow speckling pattern like the barred cichla temensis.  
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This species of peacock bass also possesses cheek (opercula) blotching. Many experienced peacock anglers believe that this is the most powerful of the species.  Seek out speckled peacock bass on points, sand bars and as isolated fish around rocky shoals. Fisheries scientists and the International Gamefish Association (IGFA) consider this the same species as the barred peacock. 
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The Orinoco peacock bass (cichla orinocensis), also referred to as tucunare borboleta (Brazil), or Pavon Orinoco (Venezuela), can be distinguished from other peacock bass species by three black circular spots (called rosettes) along each side of the body. This fish is most commonly found in the black waters of Orinoco and Amazon River basin. They like to be near rocky and wood structure of slow flowing waters, as you will find in rivers like the Rio Negro, Unini, Uatumã, Orinoco and Ventuari. 
These fish tend to school and when you catch one, there is likely to be others that can be caught by your partner with a quick, well placed cast to the spot [image: image43.png]
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that yielded your fish.  Depending on the water clarity and conditions you are fishing, you might be fortunate to land butterfly peacock bass that will demonstrate brightly colored blue fins. This species will grow up to 10 pounds, however most are between two and five pounds that are regularly caught by anglers.
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The cichla monoculus, also known as tucunaré amarelo, is predominantly yellow with three black bars in each side of the body. The bars start from the base of the dorsal fins and ends at the middle of the lateral body. The black blotching on the opercula (cheek region) is not present in this species. Some of the fish have spots in the anal fins. When they live in deep or stained waters the yellow colors change to a dark brown. 
[image: image47.jpg]


[image: image48.jpg]


This species can attain weights of 6 to 8 pounds, but most on the Unini average 2 to 4 pounds. They are found in the Amazon, Araguaia and Tocantins rivers besides others. They were also introduced into several hydropower lakes, outside the Amazonas Region, in Brazil, Panama, Puerto Rico and Florida.
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Although the fish depicted to the right is representative of the typical peacock bass described in texts and magazines, you now have been introduced to the differences in the appearance between the many species of peacock bass, as well as differences even among the same species. Although they possess unique physical characteristics, all peacock bass will present a worthy adversary to the angler visiting Brazil. Your guide will introduce you to the various species of peacock bass during your visit to the Amazon. Consider bringing this text on the water to use as a handy field guide to identify the various fish you will be catching. 

Tackle Preparation (Casting and Spinning)
Be Equipped
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I have often observed anglers, who spend in excess of $5,000 for their peacock bass fishing trip, bring one rod and reel outfit and a handful of lures to South America. While it is certainly unnecessary to bring a dozen rods and reels and an extra suitcase full of tackle on your fishing adventure, it is prudent to bring three or four outfits so that you can be versatile on the water, changing lures and presentations as conditions dictate and also to replace one or two outfits that might be put out of commission by these aggressive gamefish. The following information will provide an overview of the most productive fishing tackle historically used to catch peacock bass. We will cover the gamut of lures so that you will be comfortable fishing the water column - from top to bottom.  We will also discuss the concept of balancing ones tackle for optimum success with the lures and techniques you will use to catch peacock bass.
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When I host groups of anglers traveling to South America, I always make it a point to fish with the novice anglers, or those with very little, peacock bass experience, at least for the first few days of the trip. As stated earlier in this text, the majority of anglers plying the waters of the Amazon watershed are not professional anglers, are not very versatile with their tackle and many have never made the first cast with the rods, reels, line and lures that they’ve purchased specifically for their trip to Brazil.  Your first few days on the water will be much more productive if you’ve mastered your gear prior to your trip. 

Belle Glade, Florida angler Raymond “Dink” Alston, Jr. is a highly skilled angler who has quickly mastered the techniques necessary to be a superior peacock bass angler. Dink is also a custom rod builder and owns Goldrush Custom Rods. Dink is skilled with both spinning and casting gear and is proficient with all of the lures needed to tempt peacock bass. During his initial four trips to Brazil, Dink observed several first-time anglers floundering for the first several days of their fishing adventure. He encourages anglers who are going to Brazil for the first time to get a feel for the equipment long before they exit the airplane in Manaus to insure a much more enjoyable trip.  
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“On my four trips to the Amazon, I have observed first time anglers to  Brazil purchase their tackle just before their trip, never becoming familiarized with this gear until they made their first cast in the Amazon,” Dink Alston (pictured at left) points out. “These anglers need to practice casting with the tackle they plan on using during their trip with and become proficient with the rods, reels, lures and flies they will use. Anglers spend quite a bit of money for their trip. They should practice at home and then refine their skills on the trip. They will enjoy the adventure to Brazil much more if they have the basics down. There are nuances of this specialized tackle that they need to master, like fishing with heavy, non-stretch braided line or working the large lures very aggressively. The guides and other anglers on the trip will certainly help the novice angler, but they should be able to handle their gear and make fairly long and accurate casts when they come to Brazil.”  
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One glaring weakness of novice peacock bass anglers is that are not familiar with the concept of proper tackle balance. While second nature to experienced anglers, the novice angler (despite showing tremendous enthusiasm and eagerness regarding their trip) will think nothing of spooling 80 lb braided line on light spinning gear; attempt to cast monstrous propeller baits on whippy casting rods or, conversely, cast diminutive bucktail jigs on heavy surf rods. We will cover such concepts as tackle balance in the upcoming sections.

Rods
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After more than 19 years of fishing for trophy peacock bass, accumulating some 50 plus trips to Brazil, Venezuela and Peru, I am convinced that the most effective rod length and action for targeting fish in excess of 12-lbs on large topwater plugs is a baitcasting rod that is between 6’2” and 6’6” and be considered of medium/heavy to heavy action. This particular length and action allows you to more efficiently use the wrists and arms to retrieve large topwater plugs across the surface. A stout rod, combined with minimal-stretch braided line (more on that later), will allow better action and response as you aggressively retrieve these large plugs across the surface. Although a rod with a flexible tip may be suitable for a host of lures, do not use a flexible tipped rod when working large propeller baits. Longer rods are also a hindrance in tight casting spaces, as you’ll often face overhanging trees and branches. 

When casting smaller topwater plugs, such as walking baits and poppers, or medium sized jerkbaits, consider a casting rod 6-1/2 feet in length and of medium heavy action. When casting or trolling long, heavy (1-ounce or more) jerkbaits, medium heavy casting rods of 6-1/2 to 7’ in length are the tools of choice. 
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Some anglers have a preference for spinning gear, but believe that it is not appropriate for peacock bass. This is simply not the case. Numerous anglers have landed some of their largest peacock bass on spinning tackle. Knowing when and where to use this tackle is the key, however. During the course of a fishing day, I will frequently alternate between spinning and casting outfits, as each calls for different casting, reeling and retrieval mechanics and will work different muscle groups of the wrists, arms, shoulders and back, thereby lessening overall fatigue and soreness while fishing. Spinning rods are very appropriate for casting 4-6” jerkbaits, 1/2 to 1 oz topwater lures and when working ¼ to 3/4 oz. bucktail jigs. A quality spinning rod will tame the toughest peacock bass. A versatile angler should be proficient with both spinning and casting outfits.
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 Don’t fret if you’ve simply given up on the idea of using baitcasting gear for peacock bass. Many anglers have great success using only spinning gear. The key is to balance the tackle properly. If you are going to cast large propeller baits on spinning gear, secure a  medium/ heavy to heavy action spinning rod and pair it with a smooth reel that can cast 65 lb braided line. If given the choice, however, I do think that the casting outfits allow you more retrieval action, better leverage and power to fight trophy fish (especially if you have large hands and palm your casting reels) and offer less fatigue than spinning gear when fishing large propeller baits. 
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For those of you who are strictly “baitcast anglers” and think that spinning gear is too light for peacock bass fishing, is inaccurate and simply does not measure up to baitcasting gear, think again. Although most anglers proficient with baitcasting equipment can cast very accurately and control the lure by applying thumb pressure to the spool as the line feeds off the reel, they have not yet mastered the concept of feathering the line as it comes off the spinning reel spool to control lure accuracy. After making a cast, your index finger should immediately feel for the line (see photo above at right) as it shoots off the spool. This is like thumbing a baitcast reel and will control distance and accuracy. When you are ready to close the bale of the spinning reel, use the index finger to tighten the line and this will avoid line coils in the spinning reel. 
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If you’re a frequent traveler to South America, consider purchasing three-piece travel rods (see photo at left). High quality break-down casting* or spinning* rods can be easily carried aboard both commercial and charter flights in short rod tubes that will fit in overhead compartments. They also make it easier on small plane charter pilots who often complain about having to try and find space aboard their planes for large and cumbersome 7-foot rod cases. *Contact Dink Alston about these custom fishing rods at 561-261-1904.
Reels 
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Major factors to consider when selecting a quality baitcast reel for peacock bass are: well machined, durable gears (I recommend novice anglers use a ratio of 7.1:1, especially when using topwater plugs) at least 5 stainless steel ball bearings and an extremely smooth drag system. Although many believe that it is the shear power of the peacock bass that will exploit lesser-built reels, I believe it is the constant casting and retrieving of plugs that are typically much larger than the reels are designed for (in addition to heavy, no-stretch braided line) that can destroy a quality reel. You need to select baitcasting reels that possess a minimum of 100 yard capacity to handle 17 lb mono diameter for large topwater baits. As a rule, braided line offering a break-strength of 65 to 90 lbs. possesses a line diameter that is equivalent of 17 to 25 lb monofilament. By spooling monofilament to approximately 1/5 the capacity of the reel before adding the braided line, this will lessen problems such as the braided line burying upon itself within the spool and backlashes. It also cuts down on cost, as braided line is approximately three times more expensive than monofilament. Have your reels cleaned or repaired, greased and lubricated before you make your peacock bass trip.  
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Spinning tackle is very effective for peacock bass. Although you can certainly use your spinning gear for every lure in your peacock tackle arsenal, this gear is most appropriate when working medium sized topwater lures, small to medium sized jerkbaits, spoons and bucktail jigs, but is not as effective when fishing large topwater propeller plugs. Purchase spinning reels with durable, strong gears and an excellent drag system. Consider a light saltwater spinning reel (as they are usually built to handle tough gamefish) or a quality medium to large freshwater spinning reel (around 10-12 ounces). Make sure that the line roller (the part of the spinning reel that the line glides against when your reel is engaged and a fish is taking out drag) is made of stainless steel or titanium and not plastic. A plastic line roller will develop cuts in it from braided line and eventually cause fraying and failure of your line. 

What’s My Line
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One of the major breakthroughs in the tackle industry to help peacock bass anglers entice and catch more fish has been the advent of the braided “superlines.” These lines are much stronger than mono, have minimal stretch and are extremely abrasion resistant. In addition, the braided line will not set on the spool and are limp. These lines yield a high break strength compared to their line diameter. What this all means is quite simple – it will allow you to retrieve lures faster, longer and with increased action than you can with standard monofilament line. This is especially important when fishing with large topwater propeller lures to tempt giant peacock bass. After years of experience, it appears that the best braided line strength for large topwater propeller baits is between 65 and 100 lb break strength, depending on just who the line manufacturer is. One certainly does not require 80 lb braided line to land a trophy peacock. However, to more effectively work the large surface propeller lures, braided lines should be spooled on your reels. 
These super-lines, however, may pose a problem for first-time users, including: knot slippage, line burying upon itself within the spool, drag failure and rod breakage. Knot slippage can be overcome by learning special knots that have been devised for braided line (see page79]. Buried line within the spool and drag failure can be lessened by using monofilament backing and making sure that you’ve put the braided line on the spool in an even and tight fashion. After casting for several hours, if you notice the line spooling in an uneven manner on the reel, or are experiencing frequent backlashes, remove the lure, and then let line out as the guide makes a low speed run for a minute and then carefully re-spool the line tightly on the reel. Finally, rod breakage, which is a factor of harsh hook-sets, tight drags or trying to horse fish away from cover, can be overcome by backing off on the drag, especially when you are playing a large fish in open water, away from cover. Finally, do not try to use excessive force to yank snagged lures off trees. 
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Many anglers make the mistake of frequently and needlessly removing expensive braided line from their reels, believing it is too worn to continue fishing with. Keep in mind that perhaps only the last 5-10 yards, or so, of the line on the spool is questionable. One slick trick I do is to take a fresh reel (we’ll call it reel A) and put mono backing on. Now, I take the line from a reel (reel B), that has used braided line on it, and affix the braided line (via blood knot), the section I would normally throw away, to the mono backing in reel A.  In essence, I am winding the used braided line deep into the spool of reel A, allowing the un-fished braided line, formerly deep inside reel B, to be used for many more days of fishing.  


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BRAIDED TYPE LINES
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Terminal Tackle
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A quality hook hone is imperative to keep your hooks razor sharp.  A pair of rust-resistant pliers will aid hook removal and are useful when adjusting propellers and for re-bending straightened hooks. In the past two years, we have experimented with Daiichi bleeding hooks, basically blood-red colored hooks that might mimic the appearance of the fiery red flared gills of a feeding gamefish or perhaps gives the appearance of a wounded bleeding baitfish. Consider using a Double-Lok snap (size 6 - 120-lb break strength from Stamina Tackle) to allow for rapid lure change. These stronger snaps will not pull apart. Remove the split ring at the line tie on the nose of the lure and add the Double-Lok snap to the line tie. They do not take away from lure action and, in fact, might enhance it.  Also, consider a reel lubricant and replacement rod tips and guides.

Lures
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Up until the mid 1990’s, peacock bass anglers had a very limited selection of lures to chose from that could hold up to the mayhem of trophy peacock bass. Very few gamefish can expose a weakness in the construction of a lure like peacock bass, as they routinely open split rings, straighten hooks and rip hook hangers from well constructed baits. However, from the mid-‘90’s on, tackle manufacturers realized the potential of the peacock bass tackle purchasing market and began designing lures that were up to the challenge of taking the abuse of peacock bass. These lures now offer triple-wrapped split rings, stronger hooks and long screw eyes anchored deeply in the lure bodies. 
Topwater Lures
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The allure of peacock bass fishing can be explained after observing a peacock bass literally explode on a topwater lure. First time anglers are usually so startled by this vicious topwater assault that they will usually miss the first several fish, as they set the hook at the sound of the strike and not when they feel the weight of the fish. Peacock bass will take a topwater lure all day, even in bright sunlight. As a general rule, however, overcast conditions will produce more action than a clear, sunlit sky, but don’t ever believe that the topwater bite will come to an end when the sun shines brightly. There is little doubt that the largest peacock bass will typically come on a large topwater bait (usually with a propeller). This is not to imply that trophy peacock bass will not strike a small surface lure or subsurface lure. If want to increase your odds of landing a true trophy, you must repeatedly cast a big plug at productive cover and structure. Effective topwater lures for peacock bass can be divided into several categories, including: surface walking stickbaits; large baits with propellers in the tail section that can be ripped across the surface and popping plugs.

Walking Stick Baits
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I believe that walking stick baits are the most underutilized lures in arsenal of the peacock bass angler. These baits require the most technique (this is actually a topwater finesse bait, not a power bait) in terms of creating the optimal action, and anglers, typically novice ones, shy away from using them because of this. One such bait that is an extremely productive walking bait for peacock bass is the Excalibur Super Spook. This lure, as well as others in this category, is most effective when you impart what is referred to as the “walk the dog” retrieve (see diagram on next page). The “walk the dog” technique involves a coordinated series of wrist snaps with the reel palming hand - while at the same time retrieving line with the reel retrieving hand - that causes the Spook to dart and dash back and forth on the surface and offers a very enticing action.
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The Super “Spook” comes packaged with either three very sharp, but small hooks, or two weak slightly larger hooks. To properly modify this lure for trophy peacock bass, you will need a split ring pliers, two strong replacement split rings and two Gamakatsu or VMC treble hooks in size 1-0. Remove the hooks and split rings that come standard with the Super Spook and affix the replacement split rings and hooks, only fore and aft, not in the center, for optimal results.  (See photo top of page for a modified Super Spook)
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Other deadly walking baits are the Lucky Craft Sammy, Evergreen Inspire Amazon Lure, MirrOlure Top Dog and Rebel Jumpin’ Minnow. The entire key to these lures is that they offer a lot of action, but stay in the strike zone for long periods of time. Consider these lures when peacock bass are not aggressively attacking the propeller baits. They seem to produce better when the water is slick and the wind is light with little chop or ripple on the surface.

[image: image88.jpg]


[image: image89.jpg]



[image: image90.jpg]



[image: image91.jpg]



[image: image92.jpg]


[image: image93.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



When a stick-bait, like the Super Spook, Evergreen Inspire and Sammy 128, is “walked” properly, it will dart and dance with a characteristic side-to-side action as shown in the diagram above. This diagram depicts a lure that is expertly walked across the surface. Experiment using various (faster and slower) retrieves to determine which one the peacocks are keying in on. The best action is accomplished with the rod tip pointing towards the water’s surface and only using your wrists to subtly cause the lure to dart from side to side. This is a technique that definitely should be practiced at home, long before you make your first cast in South America.   
Popping Plugs
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Very few anglers fish popping plugs for peacock bass. However, there are times when peacock bass simply will not aggressively attack large, noisy propeller baits and a popping plug can be the most effective topwater lure in your tacklebox. The best poppers will float (yes, I do not comprehend this, but some manufacturers have designed them to actually sink and to work them correctly you need to keep your rod held high and reel like hell) after the cast and then provide a very distinct popping sound as you retrieve it across the surface using short snaps of the wrists (see diagram below depicting a lure popping across the surface).  
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When fishing a popping plug, use the wrists to impart a medium paced cadence that is somewhat erratic and not just one sluggish pop after another (see diagram below for rod placement during the retrieve). Try to make the lure have some spitting and darting action as well (see diagram on page 21 depicting the art of working a surface popper). One very productive retrieval cadence is to work the plug as follows: pop.pop…..pop…..pop.pop….pop, all the way back to the boat, but don’t be afraid to experiment with others.  Just keep in mind that noise, rapidity and fleeing action are the keys to triggering a strike, not a listless action. When a fish strikes at the bait, yet misses it, do not stop the retrieve, or set the hook on the strike. Instead, keep the lure popping across the surface. Set the hook only when you feel the weight of the fish after taking the lure. If a fish continues to strike and miss, change the retrieval cadence to shorter pops or, perhaps, quicker pop, basically something different to entice the fish to strike. 

 One of the finest popping plugs for peacock bass is the Yo-Zuri Hydro Tiger (seen in the photo page 21). I will usually replace the rear treble hook with one with bucktail tied into it for added attraction. Another dynamite surface popper, if you can locate one, is the discontinued Rebel Pop R model P70 is a fantastic popper. The 20-pounder I landed in the photo, above, was caught out of the back of the boat using the Pop-R while my partner was thrashing the water with a larger, noisier propeller bait. This is a smallish popper, one in which you will need to artfully play trophy fish on, as you will typically use lighter tackle to be able to cast this long distances.    
[image: image100.png]


[image: image101.jpg]


[image: image102.jpg]


[image: image103.jpg]


FISHING A POPPING PLUG
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Propeller Ripping Baits
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Peacock bass anglers in the 1980’s and early 90’s had only a handful of topwater propeller baits that would stand up to the onslaught of multiple peacock bass attacks. In recent years, however, several tackle manufacturers began to produce lures that appeal to both the peacock bass and peacock bass angler. Productive propeller lures that you must consider for your Amazon tackle arsenal include: K-Lures new Peacock Ripper (seen in above photo); Charles Hammontree Pavon Prop; High Roller’s RipRoller; Luhr Jensen’s Wood Chopper, Ripper & Peacock Bass Special. These baits are large and noisy. Keep in mind that the all tackle peacock bass world record – a 27-pounder – was taken on a ¾ -ounce Peacock Bass Special by Luhr-Jensen, a lure that is now typically overlooked by many anglers seeking a trophy fish.  There are times when giant peacock bass shun larger lures in favor of less intrusive topwater propeller baits, so you may want to consider smaller propeller baits in the ¾- to-1 oz. range. You’ll need to change out hooks and split rings on these smaller lures when  fishing in Brazil.   

Power Your Way to More Trophy Peacocks
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 The very large propeller baits that will comprise the bulk of your tackle arsenal are what I refer to as “power baits.” I have had my best success when I work them with medium to rapid paced, aggressive wrist snap. I am trying to impart an action that emits a definite ripping sound. This is best accomplished by using the wrists (not your arms) in a downward thrusting manner (after first reeling up any slack created by the previous rip). Short, aggressive rips seem to be much more productive than long, gliding rips. The rod should not be held higher then at chest level when starting a rip. The cadence should be more like rip..rip..rip, as opposed to rip……..rip…….rip…….rip.

striking large topwater propeller plugs, the faster and more aggressively you work them, the more the peacocks seem to be attracted to them,” advises Nelson Burnell, a veteran peacock bass angler from North Lawrence, Ohio. “Each rip of the rod should move the baits from 12-24 inches (dependent upon the lure used, speed of the current, depth of the water and mood of the fish). “When a peacock bass strikes a propeller bait, resist the urge to set the hook until you feel the weight of the fish and see your bait submerge. If a fish strikes, but misses, your topwater propeller bait, don’t stop the retrieve and wait for the fish to come back. Instead, keep the bait moving and, in some cases, you might need to step up the retrieval cadence to entice the fish to strike again. No matter how many times the fish strikes, resist the temptation to stop the bait. Peacock bass are definitely stimulated by a fleeing action and not a stoppage of action.” 
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Of course, if a fish keeps missing your propeller bait during a retrieve and fails to take it on several more casts to the area, now it’s time to use a subsurface bait, such as a jerkbait or jig and fan-cast the area for several minutes. Alternatively, you can attempt to switch to a topwater bait with a different action, such as a walking bait or popping plug. Remember, a fish that typically strikes a surface lure is an aggressive fish, so work the area thoroughly before moving on and giving up on that fish. 
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The propellers might need to be tweaked to make the optimal audible sound and visible surface commotion. In the photo at left, you will note that if you gently crimp the edge of the propeller forward with a needle nose pliers, this will result in more bite as it rotates in the water and a more fish-appealing sound as the bait rips across the surface. Crimp too much and you will kill the right sound and action. Typically, the guides are most adept at tuning the props on the topwater propeller baits for best action and sound, so don’t hesitate to allow them to adjust these lures.  
Subsurface Lures
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Too many anglers become enamored by the visible and audible thrill they experience when a large peacock bass attempts to annihilate a topwater lure - and rightfully so. One should not, however, neglect a subsurface approach. There will be occasions when peacock bass will not readily strike surface lures. This is especially true in rising water situations, or perhaps in a lagoon that might be a favorite of a particular guide and the fish get too pressured on a weekly basis and become wary of noisy topwater propeller baits. It is my contention that if an angler desires to catch large numbers of fish, not necessarily interested in the quality of the fish, they should work a subsurface bait from dawn to dusk and they will catch loads of fish. You will, also, have a fair share of trophy peacocks in this catch.  



Finally, subsurface baits allow you a welcome reprieve from casting the heavyweight topwater propeller baits for hours on end.

Jerkbaits
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Jerkbaits are long, slender shaped, treble hook laden lures (see lure in the mouth of this trophy peacock at right), in which the most enticing action is obtained by jerks or snaps of the wrist during the retrieve, as opposed to a slow steady retrieve. By observing numerous instances of peacock bass pursuing and decimating schools of baitfish over the past 20 years, I am convinced that they have an affinity for long and slender profiled forage species, and this translates to a fondness for jerkbaits offering a similar profile. That is not to say that casting a fat-bellied crankbait will not produce. They will. However, the action of a standard crankbait is more mechanical and this does not seem to draw as many reflex strikes from peacocks. When you combine a long, slender lure, a reflective, flashy color pattern and an erratic action, you have all the makings of a most productive lure. Experiment with different color patterns, but always bring chrome finished colored baits with highlights of blue and black on their back.  
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When fishing a jerkbait, make a cast to actively feeding fish, fry pods, points, sandbars or other forms of cover and structure discussed elsewhere in this text. Point your rod tip towards the water and use your wrists in a downward snapping motion to work the bait (see diagram above). Use the reel to retrieve slack line, but use your wrists and rod to provide action to the bait. Do not simply wind the reel handle to retrieve the lure. Allow the jerkbait to dart and dance from two-to-five feet below the surface (see illustration below which depicts an erratic, darting retrieve, one that works especially well when using a chrome colored lure during times of bright skies yielding maximum reflection). 
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Recommended jerkbaits for Brazil include: Bomber Long-A Minnows; 7” long Peacock Minnow and, my three personal favorites, the new 5-1/4” Suspending Pro Shad from Intruder Baits, 1 oz. Yo-Zuri Tobimaru Minnow, 1 oz. Yo-Zuri Sinking Crystal Minnow and Lucky Craft Pointer 128. 
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The Yo-Zuri Sinking Crystal and Tobimaru Minnows, and Lucky Craft Pointer 128 Jerkbait are superb peacock bass attractors. The way these baits reflect light during the retrieve generates many reflex strikes from peacock bass. The key to making these baits flash is to work them erratically (see illustration at left). With these particular lures, one can use either spinning gear (6’6” MH action rod with a reel that is approximately 10-12 ounces), spooled with 30 - 65 lb Power Pro line or baitcasting gear (6’6” MH action) and 30 to 65 lb Power Pro line. I prefer a size 6, 120-lb Double-Lok snap affixed to the nose of the bait and remove any nose split rings. Cast these jerkbaits towards points, sandbars and to fry pods. These lures are three of the most effective follow-up baits one can use after a missed surface strike, or simply as a prospecting bait to hunt for peacocks on an expansive flat. 
If a fish swirls at the bait, almost twitch it in place to get it to strike again and then continue the erratic retrieve. 
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The Peacock Minnow, Rapala Slash style jerkbaits, Tobimaru Minnow and Bomber Long-A Minnow, are floating baits that will dive to perhaps four feet when retrieved because of water resistance at the small plastic lip at the nose of the plug. When working these larger jerkbaits, use baitcasting gear (typically a 6’6” MH action rod) paired with braided line ranging in size from 30 lb to 65 lb. Make a long cast and retrieve rapidly for a few seconds to get the bait down, and then use the same erratic cadence as you would for the Yo-Zuri Minnows. Again, when fishing with non-sinking jerkbaits, do not allow the bait to float back to the surface with too long a pause, but keep them moving so they stay in the one to four foot depth range. We are now experimenting by replacing the regular treble hook at the rear of some of these baits and replacing them with a bucktail treble to add more appeal (see photo above). 
THE DEADLY HALF DOZEN JERKBAITS FOR PEACOCK BASS
While you certainly do not need to arm yourself with every one of the following jerkbaits, definitely have several of these in your tacklebox.
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Yo-Zuri Sinking & Suspending Cyrstal Minnow    Yo-Zuri Tobimaru Minnow 5-inch model                                                                                                                  
5-inch for both suspending and sinking models                                 
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Monster Peacock Lures Peacock Minnow        Bomber B146 A Minnow                                                                                           
                  7-inch model                                    5-3/4-inch, 1 ounce model                           
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Lucky Craft Sammy 128 Pointer, 5 inch, 1 oz.      Rapala SXR 14, 5-1/2 inch, 1-1/2 ounce    
Casting Spoons
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Bob Quilliam is a spry, 83 year old, angler from Florida. Bob will cast and slowly retrieve ¾-ounce Mepps Syclops style spoons towards deep lagoon and river banks, sandbar drop-offs and within lagoons, and catches everything from trophy peacock bass (see photo at left) to arawanas to Amazon catfish. He uses a steady, medium paced retrieve using spinning gear, but pauses occasionally to jerk and dart the spoon to see if he can entice a strike from a fish that might be following the bait. Casting spoons emit tremendous flash and vibration and you really do not need to be an extremely skilled angler to catch fish on them as the action, unlike some other baits, is built-in. They are good for prospecting lots of water and to locate schools of fish. 
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They key to fishing casting spoons is to start the retrieve almost as soon as they strike the water and sink a foot or two. If you fail to initiate a quick retrieve they might just snag every tree and stump on the bottom. When spoon fishing, you should retrieve the lure with your reel hand and do not use the rod to jerk the bait in like you would with a jig or jerkbait. Productive spoons include: Tony Accetta Pet spoon, Mepp’s Syclops, Johnson Silver Minnow and Dardevle, in the 3/4o 1-ounce size range.         
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Although typically not thought of as a prime confidence bait in the tackle arsenal of most peacock bass anglers visiting South America, many peacock savvy fishermen insist that a double willowleaf spinnerbait is a must for anglers fishing in the Amazon. I have not fished them much, but the preference seems to be a Terminator ½-ounce spinnerbait, rigged with a white skirt and large double chrome or gold willowleaf blades (see image at left). Although other brands of spinnerbaits will produce, anglers who fish these with regularity recommend the titanium frame of the Terminator spinnerbait, as it will not be so easily bent out of commission by these voracious fish. In addition, their strong hooks will not straighten as other, more light-wire, brands might. Cast these around cover and experiment with both a steady retrieve and a “yo-yo” rise and fall retrieve when bouncing them off cover. 
Bucktail Jigs
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Although a host of peacock bass anglers believe that fishing bucktail jigs for peacock bass has been a fairly recent technique, savvy anglers having been using these baitfish imitating lures for years. Traditional white bucktail jigs (see photo at left) are extremely versatile lures. They can be casted up into the flooded jungle during high water conditions. Or, perhaps make a well placed cast with a jig to fry pods or schooling fish. Many anglers rely on them as a follow-up bait to cast to the remnant of a missed strike on a surface lure. They can also be precisely pitched and casted to eddies, rocks and wood to tempt cover-holding peacocks. 
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During the 2003-04 Amazon fishing season, there were a handful of innovative peacock bass anglers (Steve Townson, Charles Hammontree, Jr.  fishing guide Jo Jo Teixera, Paul Reiss and I, although I’m sure there are probably more) that began experimenting with longer jigs, tied in a variety of colors, basically borrowing from the experiences of successful fly anglers who were casting long, brightly colored flies that pulsed below the surface using a fairly fast retrieve. During the 2004-05 Amazon season, when anglers were greeted by higher than normal water levels and tough fishing conditions, they relied on these longer, flashier jigs to tempt topwater-wary, non-aggressive peacocks. As opposed to the traditional three inch white bucktail jig, these innovative anglers would tie a combination of various colors of bucktail, with a splash of flashabou, in lengths from 6 to 9-inches on ½-ounce jig-heads. Rather than using the traditional bucktail “jigging” techniques (basically an up and down or vertical presentation), we swam the jigs erratically in the same manner as fishing a jerkbait. And the results were phenomenal. In fact, I was fortunate to land the Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame new 4 lb line world record, as I landed a 15 lb peacock bass (Chicla Temensis) during December 2004 trip to Brazil’s Unini River. 
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Steve Townson was born in Great Britain, but has lived in Portugal for the past 37 years. He has relied on his number one confidence bait, the modified bucktail jig, to regularly catch hundreds of trophy-class peacock bass in the ten years that he has fished them. He refers to these erratically and fairly rapidly fished baits as swimming jigs. “The swimming jig, as many of us now call them, performs very well on actively schooling fish; as a follow up bait to a missed surface strike; post spawn fish guarding fry or when simply cast to cover and structure,” Steve Townson points out. “When the topwater bite is slow, this is the perfect prospecting bait when it is fished rapidly using the swimming technique and when covering lots of water. Peacock bass are very aggressive and very territorial. One of the keys to my success over the years has been to saturate as much good looking water as I could. Fishing the bucktail like a jerkbait allows me to prospect a lot of water until I can locate the fish. And don’t ever believe that this is just a nice lure for catching lots of small peacocks.  A good majority of the largest peacocks I have landed have come on the jig”  
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When fishing bucktail jigs, Steve Townson, relies on medium action spinning tackle (6’6” rod and roughly a 10 oz. size spinning reel) and will use 20-30 lb Power Pro line. Keep in mind, however, that Steve is a world class angler and other, less experienced anglers may want to go heavier on their line. Steve points out that if you are going for a record, you will need to fill the entire spool with the class line you are using to attempt the record, with no backing. Steve believes you will have much better control of the swimming action and rip of the jig using spinning gear than when using baitcasting gear. In fact, the personable angler relied on the jig and his erratic swimming retrieve to capture top honors at the First Annual International Peacock Bass World Championship on the Madeira River in September of 2006. His largest peacock bass to date are two of 23 pounds and one at 22 pounds on the Unini River and a 22# fish on the Unieixi River, using his homemade jigs.
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Charles Hammontree, Jr. is a professional peacock bass angler who grew up in Chattanooga, TN, but now calls Valencia, Venezuela home. Charles is the founder of Caribe Lures and manufactures custom built topwater plugs and jigs for peacock bass. This skilled angling tactician and tackle innovator relies on his bucktail jigs (see Charles in the photo below with a trophy-class peacock bass that fell victim to his jig) when fishing peacock bass tournaments on the Venezuelan pro circuit.   
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“Jigs are also a very effective follow-up bait to use when a peacock bass aggressively misses a topwater lure (and you’ve cast back to it on several occasions without success),” Charles Hammontree advises. “First, try the erratic swimming, darting retrieve after you’ve accurately casted the jig to the area where the fish missed the topwater lure. Make a dozen or so casts to the area and use the erratic, swimming retrieve. If the swimming technique fails to generate a strike, cast to the area where the fished missed your surface lure and aggressively jig it up and down using the more traditional approach. Most of the strikes will now come on the fall of the jig.”
Banjo Minnow
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Yes, I am referring to the soft plastic imitation baitfish lure of infomercial fame. I was introduced to this lure by its designer, Wayne Hockmeyer, a Maine fishing and hunting guide, fishing educator and world traveler. I was not confident of Wayne’s contention that this unpretentious, hapless appearing bait would be appealing to peacock bass. During one morning of a December 2004 trip to Brazil, Wayne landed a 21, 19, 17, 13 and 11 pound peacock bass on the Banjo Minnow during slightly rising water conditions and a tough topwater bite. Fishing with conventional lures, the best I could do was an 11 pound fish.  I was convinced that Wayne had a winner in the Banjo Minnow. 


“The Banjo Minnow perfectly duplicates the spastic action of a real live injured baitfish, and fools predator fish, triggering a genetic response that makes them bite...it's that realistic," Wayne Hockmeyer points out. 
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“It took me a few days in Brazil to figure out how the peacocks react to the Banjo. Normally, I’ll fish the Banjo with a very short quick jerk and then I pause, creating slack line and anticipate the strike as the lure haplessly sinks for a few seconds. However, peacock bass are so aggressive; you needed increased twitching and only pausing or stopping the bait on slack line for an instant. They simply do not want to strike a “lifeless-appearing bait,” - they want movement. It took a little time for me to adjust and fish faster while still creating slack line after my jerks, but once I did, the Banjo produced just as effectively as my slower largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing techniques do at home. I simply adjusted my timing on the jerks and pauses. I still imitated a wounded baitfish, just at a faster pace. The ability to create a perfectly realistic life like illusion is totally controlled by the angler and that is what makes it so effective. One of the other keys to the success of the Banjo Minnow is the relatively clear water you will be fishing. This lure, and the technique used to fish it, is so much more effective in clear water fisheries." 

Rigging the Banjo Minnow
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Step 1:  Start off with 5-inch Banjo Minnow of your choice. The most productive color seems to be the basic pearl/white color. Other components include the Kahle-style hook, eye and nose hooking component and the small rubber O-ring.     
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 Step 2:  Place one of the small rubber O-rings over the point of the hook and slide it past the barb of the hook. This will insure that, once rigged, the Banjo Minnow will not slide up the hook and will stay secure.                                 
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Step 3: Insert the eye and nose hooking component through the empty eye socket on the Banjo Minnow. The nose hooking component will fit through a channel and will extend outside the bait as the eyes rest in the eye sockets. 
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Here is a photo of the eyes and nose hooking component in place. Now, it’s time to insert the hook through the nose ring.
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Step 4: With the eye and nose hooking component in place, insert the point of the hook through the nose ring, from bottom to top, until you have inserted it past the barb.                                        
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Pictured at right is the completed Banjo Minnow rig. Now, you can add color highlights using the Spike-It color marker and it is ready to fish.
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Here we see Banjo Minnows that Hockmeyer has highlighted with the lure marker. To order Banjo Minnows directly from Wayne, he can be reached at: Wayne@BanjoMinnow.com
According to Hockmeyer, the ideal rig for fishing the 5-inch Banjo Minnow is a 6’6” fast action spinning rod, spinning reel with flawless drag and stainless steel line roller and 30 lb braided line. He feels he can cast the fairly light Banjo Minnow much more efficiently on spinning gear. 


Hockmeyer keeps the rod angled towards the water, as he uses his wrists to dart and dance the Banjo Minnow. His cadence is one in which gives the bait the following action: twitch.twitch.twitch.twitch ……….pause, twitch.twitch.twitch.twitch ……….pause, repeated all the way back to the boat (see diagram below). The Kahle style hook used in the rigging of the Banjo Minnow results in almost a 100% hook-up if a peacock bass inhales the bait, so there is no need for a super aggressive hook set.  
Working the Banjo Minnow
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Peacocks on the Fly
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Over the past five years, adventurous fly anglers have joined their plug casting brethren and are now flocking to Brazil in ever-increasing numbers to target peacock bass. After experiencing this wonderful gamefish for the first time, many fly anglers claim that this freshwater gamefish might be one of the most challenging you will ever entice with the fly. If you have not yet tried to tempt these wonderful sport fish with a fly, we hope this section might pique your interest. 

When conditions are favorable, a skilled fly angler can out-catch a plug caster. If you are an experienced fly angler, able to accurately cast 75 feet, have plenty of endurance and are experienced at reading water, ambush points and preferred cover for a variety of gamefish species, you’ll have little difficulty fishing for peacock bass during favorable water conditions throughout the entire season. However, if your passion for fly fishing exceeds your actual fishing skills, the key to a successful peacock bass trip is to travel to Brazil under falling, or low, water conditions. As discussed in other sections of this text, high (especially rising) water scatters the fish, making many of them inaccessible to the fly caster as the peacock bass can simply flee deep within the protective confines of the flooded jungle. A plug caster (especially one casting noisy propeller baits) has the advantage over a fly angler during these conditions, as the noise and action of their gaudy baits can attract fish from a fair distance away and possibly out of cover. The quiet and delicate action of a fly, however, is not likely to call fish from the flooded forest. 
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“Low water presents the fly angler with so many more opportunities than when faced with high water conditions,” says Austin Wedemeyer, a veteran peacock bass fly tactician from California. “Low water exposes the shoreline and, potentially, positions fish on any cover associated with the shoreline, as well as on points, rock piles and sandbars. You can also spot and cast to cruising fish within shallow lagoons and along sandbars under low water conditions. Basically it concentrates the fish, so you will have potentially more fish to cast to in a lesser volume of water.” 

Fly fishing for peacock bass is not a delicate or finesse affair, as it might be for trout. You’ll need to make 50-75 foot fairly accurate casts. Even more significant, the retrieve you'll need to execute is one that is dictated by the mood, aggressiveness and feeding habits of the fish and you need to be versatile enough to adapt a retrieve best suited to the prevailing conditions. This style of fishing can be lots of work, but the first time you have a peacock bass turn on your fly, inhale it and then, uncontrollably, head for cover, you'll understand why so many fly-rodders have become obsessed with this fish.

“The prevailing theory that ‘big fish prefer big food items applies to peacock bass,” says Austin Wedemeyer. “The most castable, durable, and effective flies are made from synthetics in a variety of colors. As a general rule, they should range in length from six-to-eight inches and tied on a 4/0 salt water hook. Keep in mind, however, that fishing days in the Amazon are nearly 10 hours long and casting these large flies for six days can be a grueling affair. Therefore, proper selection and balance of your tackle is essential for you to enjoy your trip.”
Rods
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“If you’ve not yet fished for peacock bass with a fly rod, you’ll soon discover how aggressive and powerful these fish are,” says Austin Wedemeyer. “The fly rods that you select for peacock bass must take these factors into consideration. To capitalize on the fish's aggressive nature, you must throw large, wind resistant flies and then work them using a   variety of retrieval techniques. To stop the fish from running into the flooded jungle and other underwater obstructions, where they’re virtually impossible to extricate, you’ll often have to apply substantial pressure [more on the subject of fighting large peacock bass later in the text]. A stiff action, high modulus graphite rod is best suited to fit both bills. You need a rod with lots of backbone, capable of developing high line speed to deliver big flies long distances and the guts to stop freight-training fish.”  Wedemeyer is of the opinion that when fishing the Brazilian Amazon, where fish in excess of 18 lbs are encountered just about every day, a 9-weight is too light and a 12-weight is too heavy.  “I will usually bring four outfits to Brazil,” says Wedemeyer. I will have two strictly as a backup. I will bring two 9-foot 10-weight rods and two 10-11 mega rods. The mega rods are 8-1/2 feet in length and have a little more backbone to cast large poppers, deer hair and other surface flies.” 
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It is important to remember that you'll be fishing for peacocks in very remote areas - so bring several back-up rods and reels in the event of breakage, reel or line damage. On what may be the trip of a lifetime, choosing not to invest in and bring at least one backup for each primary rod is risky, penny wise and pound-foolish.

Leaders
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Peacocks are not leader shy and most of the fly anglers that fish the Amazon don't use tippets, unless they are looking to set an IGFA world record. “From my many trips to Brazil, I discovered that first-time peacock anglers totally overlook the need to shorten up the distance between the end of there fly line and their fly,” offers Bill Elliott, a fly fishing expert and artist from Tequesta, FL. “Their background is usually in freshwater and they have been taught to use a long tapered leader - 10 to 12 ft. in length. For casting these larger peacock-style flies, they need to shorten this up to about 5 ft. I use a two-foot piece of 80lb. mono ending in a loop as the butt section attached to the end of the fly line with a nail knot. I add three-feet of straight 50 lb. mono or fluorocarbon for my leader and this is done with a loop to loop connection. You now have a leader of just 5ft. (See diagram below courtesy of Bill Elliott). During the day I will replace the three-feet of 50 lb. mono several times as I change flies. This short leader allows the weight forward 10-wt. line to cast and turn over these flies at long distances with less effort. “After I catch a peacock bass, the first thing I do is check my leader,” advises Elliott. “If I have to, I will change my leader after every fish. I don’t want to work for an hour on a fish and lose it because of a bad leader.”

Reels
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Any good-quality cork, draw bar drag saltwater reel will work for peacock bass. A very smooth drag action is mandatory. Any glitch or freeze in the drag when a 20-lb class peacock makes one of their powerful runs can result in a broken rod or line. Tibor and Abel fly reels have stood up to the rigors of peacock bass fishing for many years and are highly recommended. You need at least 100 yards of backing, but no more. Peacocks don't make long, scorching runs like many fish. They come out of structure, nail the fly and head right back into the structure once they feel the sting of the hook. "Remember, the lighter the outfit the easier it will be to cast for eight hours a day,” veteran peacock bass fly angler Karl Malik, PhD, of Bethesda, MD (pictured at right) points out. “The reel should balance the rod for ease in casting during a 10 hour day. Be sure to bring at least one back up reel and back up fly lines, as I have had fly lines break on several trips to Brazil.”
Flies 
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Peacock bass are generally not too discriminating when it comes to chasing down a fly. However, like most gamefish, they will sometimes gravitate towards certain sizes, action, flash appeal and colors. Dahlberg Diver style flies work very well, but they can often be difficult to cast. Traditional Lefty Deceivers with bucktail and feathers work fine, but they are usually destroyed after a lengthy tussle with a hefty fish. However, a baitfish pattern made of super hair or bozo hair, with the addition of a hint of flashabou or other similar attractant, will last much longer and be very productive. “I like white and/or yellow bellies with blue, olive, gray and light brown to tannish colored backs and hint of flashy material,” offers fly fishing guru Flip Pallot, host of the popular long-time ESPN fishing show the Walker’s Cay Chronicles. “You want the flash to be sparse so the piranhas won’t destroy your flies. Also, just a hint of the flash material will be picked up by the sun and act as an enticing attractor. It is important to use large red, silver or gold eyes and tie in a small red or orange beard up front on the fly for added appeal. I find that streamers and subsurface flies are easier to throw and require significantly less effort than large poppers. You can cover ground quickly with streamers. 
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“Peacock bass are opportunistic feeders. Like most gamefish species, they have the innate ability to seek out prey species that will give them the most benefit for the least amount of energy expended. Therefore, the trophy fish are more apt to go after a larger baitfish species then a smaller one with all things equal. That is not to say that if a peacock sees something he can fit in his mouth he won’t attack it. Odds are - he'll eat it! However, based on my trips to the Amazon, I quickly discovered that if it was a trophy fish I wanted to catch, I needed to fish a fly that duplicated a large fleeing forage species. The key is patience and persistent long, accurate casts. If you're not getting bites, you probably just haven't reached the right spot yet or have not yet discovered the most appealing retrieve or fly pattern. Be patient. Vary your retrieval techniques. Where there's one fish there are usually more and you can efficiently work an area, covering lots of water with a fly rod.

“My best advice is to tie or buy your peacock flies so that they have a nice streamlined profile in the water and be between six and eight inches. They need to give off a hint flash and be very visible in the water. The problem is that if you tie the fly too thick or too heavy, it will be very hard to cast, even with a 10-weight. Pick a light - but stiff - rod that allows you to consistently throw your flies at least 50 feet with the least amount of effort.” Flip Pallot will use the 10-11wt. mega rod when using surface poppers, deer hair flies and Dahlberg style divers as they are much more difficult to cast than streamer flies. The strikes he has generated on poppers are quite spectacular when they come. “Without question, subsurface streamers will out-fish a popper,” he points out. “If a popper is big enough to attract a double digit peacock, it will be more difficult to cast. Nevertheless, if you enjoy poppers, bring a weight forward floating line to cast them with.” Attach the fly to the bite tippet using knots such as the Homer Rhode loop knot or the Duncan loop. These loops give the fly more freedom to dance and dart when retrieved.
Line

Austin Wedemeyer advises that the primary line should be a 10-wt clear sink tip line by Scientific Anglers. The first 10 feet of this line will sink at a rate of only a few inches each second. He will allow the fly to sink until he can no longer see it, usually a depth of 12 to 24 inches, depending on water clarity, before he starts his retrieve.

The 10-11 weight mega rod should be paired with a weight forward floating line, and used with the shorter leader to allow the flies to turn over. 

“I have always brought several fast sinking lines as backups just in case the rivers are high that we are fishing,” Wedemeyer reflects. “If you encounter high water you might need to work your flies off deep points to a depth of 5 to 10 feet to make contact with the larger fish. Casting a 350 to 400 grain High D sinking line is not for the faint of heart (this will become apparent after you have been hit in the back). We jokingly refer to these lines as ‘chuck and duck’ lines. I have used them on several trips and believe that having them available makes good sense.”

Techniques for Catching Peacocks on the Fly
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“Most of the time, you will be casting to visible and subsurface cover, like blowdowns and stumps along the shore, points, standing timber and in the depressions found along sandbars,” points out Peter Ventrone, a fly angling expert from Blackwood, NJ. “However, throughout the day you’ll also have opportunities to cast to cruising fish in relatively clear, shallow water.  You don’t want to spook the fish by casting the line over his body, but you definitely want to cast slightly ahead of him in the direction he is swimming and have him see the flash and movement of the fly. Plug casters typically cast lures that emit flash or make noise or tremendous vibration. You’ve got to zip the fly within the field of vision of a cruising peacock with an enticing retrieve and coax him into thinking the fly is a fleeing baitfish. In certain instances, the fish may not be hungry, but if he does not spook and you keep casting the fly in front of him, eventually you’ll get him to strike. When I first started fishing for peacock bass, I was told to work the fly as fast as I could, as peacock bass would simply not be interested in a slow moving presentation. However, after several trips for peacocks under my belt, I have come to realize that you need to let the mood of the fish dictate the speed and style of retrieve. You’ve got to vary the speed and length of the strip, until the fish let you know which one they prefer. Different fish react differently depending on what type of cover they’re holding on, their feeding behavior, the speed of the current and the prevailing light, so don’t be afraid to try different retrieves until the fish tell you what they want.”    

A well placed fly into the melee of peacock bass decimating baitfish at the surface is about as close to a guaranteed strike as you’ll get to a guaranteed hookup on the fly. You can also cast the fly to a fry pod, but you need to make a long, accurate cast so as to not encroach too closely on the dimpling fry and make them – and their protective parents - scurry to deeper water.

Playing and Landing Trophies on the Fly
“When I first started fishing for large peacocks on the fly, I would often become frustrated when I’d hook a large fish near cover,” says Peter Ventrone. “I would set the hook and then try to pressure him to move him away from the cover. Most of the time, however, when a peacock feels the pressure, he will immediately make a run and either break you off or snag your fly into a tree or stump. On my most recent trips, I have developed a new tactic. When I set the hook on a large fish, I then take all the pressure off the fish by giving him slack line and keeping my rod high. I am almost trying to coax him to move away from the cover as this technique of no pressure literally fools him into thinking he is not hooked. I have trained the guides to slowly use the trolling motor to back us off the shoreline and away from cover. What usually results is that you literally have the fish haplessly finning in the water, seemingly following the boat, guided by my light pressure, but never allowing him feel counter pressure or the sting of the hook in his jaw. Once I have him maneuvered away from cover, I will then start playing him like I would any fish. Most of the time, I will be able to land him, no matter how big he is.     
One more important tip is to try to make sure that you pair up with another fly angler during your trip to Brazil. If one person is throwing plugs and the other a fly, there can be conflict - especially if the two have not come as a pair for this particular trip and have not fished together previously. Most of the boats you will be fishing with are between 17' and 18' in length and two can fly fish effectively even though the angler in the stern is casting "over" the boat. A plug angler however has far more range and will not want to stay within 60 feet of the shoreline, the typical range for an average fly caster. Make sure you tell the camp managers that you desire to fly fish and they will make arrangements for you to fly fish with certain guides who are more proficient than others regarding fly fishing tactics.

Prime Patterns and Structure for Peacocks
Sensational Sandbars
“Sand bars (see photo at left) are dynamic structures,” says Lester Scalon, one of Brazil’s best anglers, author and  photographer. “They  constantly change their shape and are created and formed by flowing rivers and are revealed during falling or low water conditions. Trophy-size peacock bass will often pursue baitfish onto the sandbars from deeper water. Sandbars are not neatly formed beaches with uniform depths. Closer inspection reveals irregular features such as drop-offs, finger points and deeper holes (see illustration below), where giant peacock bass hold. Some of the largest fish I have taken in the Amazon region have come on large prop baits on the sandbars, both on top of the finger points of the sandbars and the depressions between the finger points. Do not hesitate to use subsurface lures as well. The most productive sand bars, although they may be shallow themselves, have relatively close access to deep water.”

 Timber Tactics

Flooded bushes, timber stands and fallen trees provide a prime haven for baitfish as well as peacock bass. Peacock bass often seek the sanctuary of shade provided by trees and bushes and may use these as ambush areas to attack baitfish. When fishing timber stands, make accurate casts within the open lanes between the trees for optimal success. The deeper you get your lure or fly within the gaps between trees (see image at left), the more success you will typically experience. One prime pattern is to locate trees in a lagoon that are situated from three to 10 feet off the bank and in two to six feet of water. Cast to the bank and then work the lures past the trees. Try to almost glance the trees with your lure or fly and make sure you work them all the way back the boat as, in many instances, you will entice a fish to follow the bait from the trees out towards deeper water where your boat is positioned. 
Think Points for Peacocks
Points consist of both visible (above the water) or submerged (shallow or deepwater) extensions of land, rocks, sand or gravel. The best points are situated with deep water relatively close to them. In the Amazon, or on some South American lakes, deep water is a relative term, as it may mean six feet or might mean a drop to 25 feet. Deep, in this case, means a significant change from the shallow water near the point or the drop-off on the sides of the point. Peacock bass tend to hold on the deep-water drop-offs of points. From these deeper water edges, they can either move shallow (up onto the point) to attack schools of baitfish, or they may migrate to deeper water in the presence of changing weather condition or danger. Points with cover (rocks, brush, stumps, etc. and /or standing timber), as depicted in the photo above, will usually out-produce those that are baron or featureless in nature.
Spy for the Fry

According to peacock bass expert Dr. Sven Kullander, peacock bass do not mouth brood (care for fry in their mouths) after giving birth, but rather intensely guard their fry until they are mature enough to fend for themselves. Your guide may suddenly beam with excitement as he points out rippling, or what he may refer to as “bubbles” or “bambinos” on the surface of a quiet lagoon. This rippling is actually a pod of fry (see diagram below), typically with the protective parents below ready to pounce on anything that threatens them. The size of the fry ball is generally a good indicator of the size of the parents below.  

The diagram at left depicts a large male and female peacock bass guarding their fry that are swimming above them. You can often see the fry pod dimpling on the surface. The parents will aggressively attack a lure or fly cast near the fry pod. The size of the fry ball is a good indicator of the size of the parents below. Please release the parents, unharmed, back to guard the fry.  

Amazon Fishing Adventures guide Joabson “Jo-Jo” Teixeira Brasil (seen at right), one of the finest guides and anglers that I have ever had the pleasure to fish with, recommends that if you encounter a pod of fry dimpling on the surface this is one of the most reliable patterns for catching a trophy peacock bass. In year’s past, anglers would use a large topwater propeller lure, cast it approximately five feet beyond the fry dimples and then work the plug right through them. A violent strike would occur in many instances. As peacock bass have become accustomed to these noisy baits, they might now not trigger the strikes and perform as well as they did previously and might actually be spooked by them. Jo-Jo now urges anglers to rely on just about every lure in their tackle arsenal to target these fish. 

The kingfisher bird is a natural predator of peacock bass fry, so it is suggested that peacock bass may perceive your lure to be a kingfisher and viciously attack it. In many cases, one angler can catch the male, while the second catches the female (or vice versa). Release these fish so they can go back to guarding the fry. Jo-Jo has a knack for knowing just what mood the fish are in and is often more right then wrong when suggesting to his clients what lure to use to cast to these fly balls. He relies on Banjo Minnows, bucktail jigs and jerkbaits, like the Yo-Zuri Sinking Crystal and Tobimaru Minnows, Cordell Red Fin, Peacock Minnow or Bomber Long A Minnow when fishing the fly balls, especially if he recognizes that the topwater bite is slow that day. Jo-Jo and his many satisfied clients have caught literally thousands of trophy-class peacock bass using this technique. 
The key, he advises, is to approach the fry pod very quietly, not stumbling around in the boat, dropping soft drink cans or talking loudly. After a stealthy approach to the fry, the next key to success is a well placed cast slightly beyond the fry ball. Rip the propeller bait, walk the Spook style bait or retrieve the jig or jerkbait through the fry ball and be ready for a vicious strike. The other partner in the boat should immediately follow the first strike up with a topwater bait, jerk bait, Banjo Minnow or swimming jig. 

The “Fabulous Five” Lures for Fishing Fry Balls


          Swimming jig                     Walking Bait                        Banjo Minnow
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                    Jerkbait                                                 Propeller Bait   

Lunkers in the Lagoons

Lagoons can be found in a variety of sizes, depths and topographies. They are typically formed during the rainy season, when swollen creeks inundate surrounding land with deeper topography, thus creating lakes and pools. As the rains cease and the dry season progresses, the waters of the lagoon recede back into the main river or simply dry up. The deeper terrain, however, will trap pools of water and these are referred to as lagoons and they exist year-round. In some instances, these lagoons will trap hundreds (or perhaps thousands) of fish, as their access to the main river or large creek has been cut off. During the dry season, the waters of the lagoons fall fairly rapidly. Once fish sense that the lagoon water level is falling, it is not unusual for the school to migrate back to the river before they become trapped in a totally landlocked lagoon. If a lagoon is completely landlocked, the fish will have to remain there until the waters rise during the next rainy season.
Some of the very best lagoons require that your guide slowly and carefully snake the boat through narrow, windy creeks to enter them, a machete   necessary to hack his way through foliage (see photo above) and fallen trees that may lie toppled across the creek that enters the lagoon. In some instances, the guide will actually drag the fishing boats across shallow bars or humps so that you can access the lagoon. Yet other lagoons are very obvious and located just off the main river channel. You also may fish lagoons that are totally landlocked, their access only via an overland hike.
 “Once in the lagoon, one should not only fish the obvious visible cover along the shoreline, but also less obvious mid-lagoon structure, such as sandbars [page 43] and points,” offers Chris Cage of Canton, Georgia (seen in photo at right). “Also, be observant for subtle signs in the open water, such as fry balls [page 45], baitfish movement, wakes or boils and be ready to make a quick, accurate cast. If you find the right lagoon, you can spend hours casting at various forms of structure and cover and land many trophy fish in a short period of time.”    

Cagle also points out that if you’ve thoroughly fished a lagoon for 45 minutes and have not had a strike or have not observed baitfish schools or any surface or  feeding activity, it’s time to search for another, more productive lagoon, or perhaps eliminate the lagoon as a pattern for that particular section of river you are fishing. As stated earlier, when lagoons are rapidly drying up, fish can sense this and migrate out of them back to the main river or tributary. There are times, however when the lagoons become completely landlocked and you might have to access them via a short hike through the jungle and either fish from the bank or drag the boats in.

“Make sure you thoroughly fish the lagoon with an assortment of lures, from top to bottom,” emphasizes Chris Cagle. “Some days, the fish will slam topwater lures, while other days, and perhaps changing weather or water conditions, find them with lockjaw for a topwater plug, but very aggressively pursuing jigs, Banjo Minnows or jerkbaits. Don’t hesitate to experiment.” 

Trolling

While the vast majority of anglers prefer to cast plugs or flies for peacock bass, the technique of trolling has produced many trophy fish. The prime trolling areas are: large open-water lagoons, expansive flats in four to 10 feet of water, drop-offs next to island and sandbars and over humps and points. When trolling, anglers may either fish a subsurface bait (the exact lure shall be determined by the depth of the water) or a surface lure. The late “T.O.” McLean turned the technique of trolling a topwater propeller bait into an art form and probably landed more 20 pound plus fish using this technique than any other person. He trolled a large propeller bait, typically a 6-1/2-inch long High Roller Rip-Roller, from 20 to 40 yards behind the boat. T.O. used the momentum and leverage of the moving boat to take up the slack as he forcefully rips the bait forward every few seconds. Prime subsurface baits to troll include: Long-A Minnow, Red Fin, Yo-Zuri sinking Crystal Minnow, bucktail jigs, weighted flies and rattling bait such as the 1 oz or larger Rat-L-Traps. This is a good technique to use when you need a break from casting large plugs or, sometimes, when moving from one area to the next. 
Techniques and Tactics for more Peacocks 

Peacock bass demonstrate three qualities that make them an ideal angling target: they are fiercely territorial; they are parental guarders and they aggressively chase down prey. Because they are so territorial, it is believed that a fairly high percentage of strikes will occur just because your lure or fly has violated their territory. Since peacock bass parents protect their young after birthing them for a period of time, they will assault a lure or fly because it is a threat to their offspring. Their aggressive demeanor and ravenous appetites can best be exemplified by the vivid image of 12-inch long baitfish actually beaching themselves on sandbars to escape the onslaught of peacock bass on the feed. When one takes advantage of what will trigger a feeding or aggression response by peacock bass, it will increase the odds of landing more fish.

Cast…Cast…Cast

The Amazon watershed can be a fickle place to fish. You might go hours without a strike, yet find the right place, with peacock bass in a feeding frenzy, and you might be on fish every cast for 30 minutes. Therefore, you’ve got to keep casting in order to determine just where the fish are and what they prefer in the way of lures or flies.  Of course, certain forms of structure and cover will harbor more peacock bass than others, but the bottom line is quite simple - the more well placed casts you can make during the course of a fishing day, the more you will be rewarded for your efforts. Because of the large lures and flies often necessary to coax trophy fish into striking, peacock bass fishing might be the most challenging type of fishing you’ll ever experience. One never knows when a fish (especially a trophy one) will strike, so you need to be persistent and keep casting and looking for a pattern throughout the day. Combine 500 to 800 casts over the course of a day with 94 degree F. heat and high humidity, you better be in shape when you take a South American trip. 


One can lessen the fatigue on themselves by taking a few prudent measures: Keep yourself well hydrated; even if you don’t feel thirsty, force yourself to drink water every 20 minutes. Switch between spinning and baitcasting equipment, or fly and spinning equipment to give certain muscles a break.  Use braided line, at least on topwater lures to lessen fatigue. Don’t hesitate to take breaks in the shade. Finally, don’t consume alcohol when fishing, as this can act to dehydrate you. 

Listen to the Fish

“Listening to the fish is the essence of pattern fishing,” points out Henri Gauthier of Gainesville, Georgia, a frequent visitor to the Brazilian Amazon and a highly skilled peacock bass angler. “Basically, what I am referring to is to experiment with various lures and patterns and don’t force your style of fishing on the fish. Far too many anglers get enamored with a certain bait or style of fishing and they are either going to catch fish using the bait or style of fishing or they’re not. Why not let the fish tell you what lure “they” want and how they want it presented? Since the most exciting way to catch peacock bass is on a large, noisy surface plug or fly, by all means start out casting to likely looking cover and structure with these baits. In some cases, the fish want the baits moved very rapidly. Other instances might call for you to slow down before they’ll take it. Sometimes the noise that a lure makes is important and you might need to change from a noisy propeller bait to a more subtle prop bait or even consider switching from propeller bait to a walking bait. There are times when the mood of the fish will dictate using a jerkbait or jig. In other words, allow the fish to dictate what you are using and don’t be afraid to experiment until you discover the right lure, action and sound to pique their interest. There are times when peacocks simply will not strike surface lures and you’ll need to change tactics and use a subsurface approach. Many anglers can work a topwater bait flawlessly, but have not yet mastered a subsurface approach.” 
As I have mentioned numerous times, it is important to be as versatile as possible and be proficient with a host of lures and techniques.

Persistence Pays    
In some instances, you’ll need to cast to a point, sand bar, island, fallen tree or other likely looking target many times to trigger a strike. Don’t underestimate the astuteness of your guide and question his judgment when he asks you to repeatedly cast to structure a dozen times before telling you to stop. These guides understand the fish and their habitat very well and know that a fish (usually a trophy) is likely to be around the cover he is asking you to cast to and may need some coaxing before striking.  Use a variety of lures on a spot that your guide believes in. 

 
Seeing Double 

Except for isolated trophy fish that stake out a piece of cover and feed on or around it, peacock bass are typically not loners. So, one of the prime patterns for you to catch a fish is to cast where you’re partner generated his or her strike. The typical scenario when one partner is hooked up is for the other partner to admire the tremendous strike and enjoy the skirmish. However, a good percentage of the time, if you cast another plug or fly in the vicinity of the hooked fish (making sure you don’t hinder your partner’s chances of landing his or her fish), you’ll hook up with another aggressive peacock bass, possibly even bigger than the first fish. 

Actively Feeding Peacocks

Without question, the most reliable pattern for catching peacock bass of all size ranges is to be alert for the presence of surface feeding activity. Casting a lure or fly to the frothing waters of peacock bass decimating schools of baitfish at or near the surface is probably the closest thing to a guaranteed strike. If the feeding is surface-oriented, cast a surface lure or fly to the melee of breaking fish. If the surface action ceases, the fish may have pursued the school of baitfish deeper, so cast a jerkbait, jig or streamer fly on sinking line to the area where you observed the previously surface feeding fish.    

Partners Should Fish Together

One of the main critiques that South American peacock bass guides have about their clients is that they fail to fish as a team and actually hinder each other’s chances to catch more and larger fish. They often tell the lodge managers and booking agents how clients will often cast over each other’s line, compete for prime cover and not pay attention to what the other partner is doing.

Fishing to Maximize Opportunities: 

With the boat moving slowly down this imaginary lagoon bank to our right, there are two obvious pieces of fish-holding cover to cast to. The angler in the front of the boat should cast ahead of the boat to the tree. If he were to cast at the stump, as the boat continued to move forward, he would, in essence, be dragging his lure in front of the angler in the back of the boat. The angler in the back of the boat should also cast forward (in this case, towards the stump), but not over the line of the angler in the front of the boat, so that by the time he makes several rips of his bait, the bait will now be in front of him.  By fishing in tandem, you will both cover the water thoroughly and effectively. To work properly as a team, the lead angler should cast to one part of potential fish-holding cover, allowing his partner enough of a target to cast to that cover. Or, perhaps anglers can alternate, the lead angler casting to the first blow-down tree, while the angler in the back of the boat takes the next one. Remember, by coordinating your efforts as a team, you are likely to land more fish and not hinder each others chances. 

Figure of Eight for Schooling Peacocks
In fisheries known more for their numbers as opposed to size, in many instances you’ll encounter fish that are really aggressive. When fish travel in large schools, they compete for lures very aggressively. If you’ve generated a strike on a topwater lure, or perhaps on a subsurface jerkbait, but you’ve failed to hook the fish, gaze into the water and look for that fish, or others in that school, to follow the bait to the boat. If this should occur, quickly thrust about two feet of the rod tip into the water, with about 12-inches of line, and execute a figure of eight maneuver with the lure in the same manner that anglers attempt to entice aggressive muskies. When one partner has a fish on, the other should look to the water to see if other fish might be attempting to take the lure away from the hooked fish. If so, have your partner lead the hooked fish near boatside and either execute the figure of eight maneuver or cast a jig or jerkbait to the hooked fish for what should be an instantaneous strike.
Keep Your Bait Moving

“One of the most difficult lessons for the first-time peacock bass angler to learn is to keep the bait moving when a peacock bass, especially a trophy-size one, strikes but misses your lure or fly,” says veteran peacock bass angler Greg Thompson from Liberty, Missouri. “The usual reaction of the first time peacock angler is either one of utter astonishment, as you simply gawk at the remnant of the demolition that just occurred in the water not but 25 feet in front of you, or set the hook so hard - because the sound of the strike startled you - that you almost kill your partner when the lure comes screaming at him. Although easier said than done, when a peacock bass aggressively strikes your surface bait and misses it, don’t hesitate or halt the retrieve.  

“Continue to work the bait across the surface. Once you have triggered a feeding response or aroused their aggressive nature, the fish is more apt to assault the lure a second or third time if you maintain a rapid, fleeing-type retrieve. Keep your eyes on your lure at all times. In many instances, the fish will come at the bait from a 90 degree angle and sometimes will make a pass at it under water without striking it. Immediately speed up your retrieve to send a message that a sense of danger has come over your bait. This almost always triggers the fish to attack the distressed-appearing bait. The same thing holds true for subsurface lures. Keep an eye on this plug and when you see a fish slash at it, maintain the retrieve, sometimes even using more action than you did before the fish went after it. When fishing topwater lures or flies, if a fish repeatedly strikes, but misses, a surface bait, grab another rod rigged with a jerkbait or bucktail jig, or in the case of a fly angler, a sinking fly and cast to the last place you saw the fish. Don’t give up too easily on a “hot” fish; work the area at least five minutes with a variety of baits before moving on.

Run and Gun 

Interestingly enough, this pattern contrasts to the one in which your guide asks you to cast to what he believes is a fish-holding piece of cover or structure numerous times to generate a strike. The “run and gun” technique calls for anglers and their guides to fish only the high percentage spots. The pattern develops as such: Let’s say you are fishing a variety of cover and structures, such as points, sandbars, islands, blowdowns, etc.  You’ve had five strikes that morning and they’ve all come from sandbars with associated deepwater close by. Rather than continuing to fish the type of cover and structure that has not produced fish earlier, only target the sandbars next to deep water, running from sandbar to sandbar making a few casts to see if fish are present before moving on to the next. You’ve got to keep in mind, however, that various conditions can change the pattern, like sun or shade, dingy or clear water, current or no current and wind or no wind. Always look for new patterns to present themselves and then “run and gun” to these areas.       


Conserve your Casts
Rather than blind-casting a lagoon or river bank for hours, analyze the cover and structure in front of you (or rely on the astuteness of your guide) and try to determine where your best opportunities for maximum success are. It would not be prudent to make a cast every 20 seconds towards a featureless shoreline if you’ve been slowly working down this featureless bank and have not had a strike in the past 20 minutes. However, a shoreline strewn with stumps, fallen trees or standing timber should cause you to concentrate your casts on these fish-holding targets.

CURRENT PEACOCK BASS WORLD AND LINE CLASS RECORDS



The major governing organizations responsible for record keeping on an international level are the International Game Fish Association (I.G.F.A.), located in Dania, Florida and the National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame of Hayward, Wisconsin. Although many believe that line class or all-tackle records, be they for peacock bass or other species, are unattainable, it is well documented that unwary anglers frequently land record fish, only to release them without ever realizing the significance of their catch.


For more information on these two organizations, contact the IGFA at www.IGFA.org and the Fishing Hall of Fame at www.freshwater-fishing.org. 

I.G.F.A. Peacock Bass World Records (Conventional Tackle)

Records reflect current approved catches as of 5/1/08 

Species: Speckled (cichla temensis)

	Class
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	14-0
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	2/5/86
	Forrest Townsend Jr.

	4 lb
	18-3
	Rio Negro

Brazil
	11/5/99
	James Wise, M.D.

	6 lb
	20-10
	Rio Sipapo

Venezuela
	1/6/95
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	8 lb
	20-3
	Jatapu River

Brazil
	9/6/92
	Gilberto Fernandes

	12 lb
	26-8
	Mataveni River

Colombia
	1/26/82
	Rod Neubert, D.V.M.

	16 lb
	23-0
	Rio Pasimoni

Venezuela
	3/6/92
	Bert Bookout

	16 lb
	23-1
	Rio Pasimoni

Venezuela
	1/22/93
	T.O. McLean

	20 lb
	26-0
	Rio Pasiba

Venezuela
	4/7/06
	Luis Mago

Corrochano

	All Tackle
	27-0
	Rio Negro

Brazil
	12/4/94
	Gerald ”Doc” Lawson



Species: Butterfly (cichla ocellaris) – Conventional Tackle

	Class
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	7-8
	Homestead, Florida
	3/31/2001
	Herb Ratner

	4 lb
	8-8
	Homestead, Florida
	3/29/2001
	Herb Ratner

	6 lb
	8-8
	Kendall Lake, Florida
	5/27/2002
	Eric Cuevas

	8 lb
	8-8
	Sunshine Ranches, FL
	4/20/2000
	Jay Wright 

	8 lb
	8-8
	Weston, Florida
	12/17/2000
	Joseph Ellis

	8 lb
	8-8
	Homestead, FL
	12/17/2001
	Herb Ratner

	12 lb
	12-9
	Chiguao River, Venezuela
	1/6/00
	Tony Campa

	16 lb
	8-7
	Boynton Beach Lake,  FL
	7/24/99
	J. Mark Greene

	20 lb
	8-12
	South Dade, Florida
	2/06/2002
	Herb Ratner

	All Tackle
	12-9
	Chiguao River, Venezuela
	1/6/00
	Tony Campa




New Category - Species: Cichla Orinocencis* Conventional Tackle
	All Tackle
	13-11
	Tiznados Lake Venezuela
	12/28/02
	Carlos Hermida Valbuena 


*Currently, the IGFA only recognizes the all-tackle record for this species
Species: Blackstriped (cichla intermedia) – Conventional Tackle

	Line Class
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	1-4


	Rio Cinaruco, Venezuela
	1/18/99
	Eric Ostmark

	4 lb
	2-8
	Rio Cinaruco, Venezuela
	3/11/98
	Norman Bean



	4 lb
	2-8
	Rio Cinaruco, Venezuela
	3/14/98
	Glenn Webb



	6 lb
	6-1
	Rio Caura, Venezuela
	3/22/99
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	8 lb
	6-9
	Rio Caura, Venezuela
	3/22/99
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	12 lb
	4-6
	Rio Caura, Venezuela
	3/22/99
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	16 lb
	7-0
	Parguaza River, Venezuela
	4/18/03
	Facundo Cano

	20 lb
	4-6
	Rio Caura, Venezuela
	12/17/99
	Nestor Aristeguieta

	All Tackle
	7-0
	Parguaza River, Venezuela
	4/18/03
	Facundo Cano


I.G.F.A. Peacock Bass World Records (Fly Fishing Tackle)

Records reflect current approved catches as of 5/1/08 

Speckled Peacock Bass (Cichla Temensis) – Fly Fishing

	Tippet
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	8-8
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	2/23/01
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	4 lb
	13-0
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	3/19/86
	Walter Fondren

	6 lb
	13-1
	Rio Negro, Brazil
	10/17/2000
	Walt Jennings

	8 lb
	16-8
	Rio La Pica

Venezuela
	2/24/93
	Tex Chandler

	12 lb
	16-15
	Bita River

Colombia
	4/16/88
	Warren Brewster

	16 lb
	19-0
	Rio Pasimoni

Venezuela
	11/14/92
	Elverton Clark

	20 lb
	25-8
	Rio Pasimoni

Venezuela
	11/10/92
	Bert Bookout


Butterfly Peacock Bass (Cichla Ocellaris) – Fly Fishing

	Tippet
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	6-8
	Homestead, Florida
	3/29/2001
	Herb Ratner



	4 lb
	8-0
	Sunshine Ranches, Fl
	4/20/2000
	Jay Wright, Jr.



	6 lb
	6-12
	South Dade Canals, Fl
	4/15/2004
	Martin rostegui

	8 lb
	10-0
	Paragua River

Venezuela
	3/23/97
	Dr. Scott Swartz

	12 lb
	8-0
	South Dade Canals, Fl
	3/11/04
	Martin Arostegui

	16 lb
	10-0
	Autana River, Venezuela
	3/03/2002
	Steven Jensen

	20 lb
	10-4
	Mataveni River

Colombia
	2/26/98
	Steven Jensen


Species: Black Striped (cichla intermedia) – Fly Fishing 

	Tippet
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	Vacant
	Vacant
	Vacant
	Vacant



	4 lb
	Vacant
	Vacant
	Vacant
	Vacant



	6 lb
	2-8
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	3/27/2001
	Captain Jim Johnston

	8 lb
	3-0
	Nichare River

Venezuela
	10/19/99
	Ed Rice

	8 lb


	3-0
	Caura River

Venezuela
	12/19/2000
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	12 lb
	3-0
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	3/26/2001 
	Steve Jensen

	16 lb
	3-8
	Caura River

Venezuela
	12/19/2000
	Carlos Aristeguieta

	16 lb
	3-8
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	3/27/2001
	Steve Jensen

	20 lb
	3-0
	Cinaruco River

Venezuela
	11/16/2000
	Steve Jensen



The National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame currently only recognizes cichla species as a grouping and does not break down the various species of peacock bass for their records. 

Records reflect current approved catches as of 5/01/08
Cichla Species – Conventional Tackle
	Line Class
	Wt.

lb / oz
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	2 lb
	
	Vacant
	
	

	4 lb
	15-0
	Unini River, Brazil
	12//11/04
	Gary Laden

	6 lb
	5-0
	Amazon River, Peru
	8/26/94
	Larry Larsen

	8 lb
	8-0
	Rio Cinaruco, Venezuela
	3/17/90
	Len Kouba

	10 lb
	11-0
	Rio Cunaruco, Venezuela
	3/13/89
	Len Kouba

	12 lb
	21-0
	Rio Orinoco, Colombia
	2/6/81
	David Orndorf

	14 lb
	20-0
	Rio Pasimoni, Venezuela
	11/27/92
	Larry Larsen

	15 lb
	15-8
	Rio Pasiba, Venezuela
	2/1/95
	Loel Brandstrom

	16 lb
	18-8
	Rio Pasiba, Venezuela 
	2/2/95
	John Isker

	17 lb
	13-4
	Rio Curimoni, Venezuela
	2/9/94
	Larry Larsen

	20 lb
	17-4
	Rio Pasimoni, Venezuela
	11/27/92
	Larry Larsen

	25 lb
	
	vacant
	
	

	30 lb
	19-1
	Rio Pasimoni, Venezuela
	11/23/92
	Larry Larsen

	36 lb
	19-12
	Rio Pasimoni, Venezuela
	1/22/96
	Len Kouba

	Unlimited
	19-8
	Rio Pasiba, Venezuela 
	12/1/93
	Len Kouba

	All Tackle
	21-0
	Rio Orinoco, Colombia
	2/6/81
	David Orndorf


With regard to peacock bass fly fishing records, the National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame has the same tippet classes as above for conventional tackle line classes. Only two records have been established, leaving this wide open to fly anglers to set new records. 

Cichla Species – Current Fly Fishing Records
	Tippet
	Weight
	Location
	Date
	Angler

	16 lb
	13-8
	Rio Cinaruco, Venezuela 
	11/4/92
	Elverton Clark, Jr.

	20 lb
	19-0
	Rio Pasimoni, Venezuela
	11/14/922
	Elverton Clark, Jr. 


Health Precautions For the Amazon Region of South America

The following information has been acquired from the latest data from the Centers for Disease Control and Travel Medicine Clinics regarding health precautions when fishing in the Amazon/Orinoco regions of South America. This material is only presented as a guide to some of the health concerns and recommendations for medications and is not meant as a substitute for medical care. We strongly urge you to contact your personal physician or local travel medicine clinic for advice and recommendations that are tailored to your particular trip and health status.

Malaria

Malaria is caused by a protozoan that is transmitted from person to person by the bite of an infected Anopheles mosquito (see photo at right). The Anopheles mosquito is active only during the evening and nighttime hours – from approximately dusk to dawn – therefore, it is highly unlikely that you could be inoculated by this mosquito during daylight fishing hours. Malaria symptoms may develop as early as six days after the first exposure to infected mosquitoes in malaria endemic areas, or as late as several months after departure from an endemic area, even though preventative medications may have been taken. The symptoms of malaria include fever, chills, headache, muscle ache and malaise (feeling weak and run-down). These early symptoms can mimic the flu. It is important to contact your physician if these symptoms develop upon returning from an endemic area, especially if you were lax with either prophylactic medication or failure to use insect repellent. If left untreated, malaria can cause anemia, kidney failure, coma and death.


The most effective method to repel the Anopheles mosquito is a multi-tiered defense. The first line of defense is to us an insect repellent on the skin. DEET, in a concentration of 30 to 50% has been proven to be very effective and safe. It is most effective when applied to the face, neck, exposed up chest, hands and ankles. It is better to apply a thin layer, with the application of additional thin layers of repellent, than to simply slosh he repellent on in large quantities. Reapply after profuse perspiration, showering or bathing. The 2nd line of defense consists of ones outwear. Consider lightweight, cotton long sleeve shirt or pants for protection from mosquitoes during the evening hours. Continued defense takes the form of personal hygiene. Mosquitoes are attracted to scents and body odors. Bathe at the end of a hot fishing day, but avoid the use of scented soaps, colognes or deodorants.

Malaria Prophylaxis – Prophylactic medication works by killing the parasites that may have been introduced by the mosquito. The drug of choice by many travel medicine clinics and infectious disease specialists is called Mefloquine, (trade name Lariam) and comes as a 250 mg pill. Lariam is a small pill, taken with a large glass of water one week prior to entering the tropical zone. Another pill is taken the day you enter the tropical zone. The regimen is completed by taking one pill a week (on the same day you took the other doses) for four more weeks. Lariam should not be taken - unless you first obtain clearance from your family physician or internist, especially if you are currently taking one of several cardiac medications, or if you are taking seizure or epileptic medication. Please read the product literature before taking this drug as this, and all other drugs, have potential side effects that need to be reviewed.

If you cannot take Lariam, there are now two alternative medications. The first alternative is Doxycycline. It is taken as 100 mg daily for 5 weeks, beginning the week before entering the tropical zone then once daily for five additional weeks. If you take Doxycycline, you have to be extra cautious in the sun, as tetracycline derivatives make one very sun-sensitive.

Malarone is another drug that has been approved to both prevent and treat malaria. It offers the shortest course of prophylaxis of the three drugs used for this purpose. Malarone has shown good prophylactic efficacy for prevention of P. falciparum malaria, including those infections acquired in areas with Chloroquine-resistant strains. Malarone has proven prophylactic activity in semi-immune persons (those who have had repeated malaria exposure because of living in malarious areas for extended periods). Recent data has demonstrated Malarone's efficacy in persons without antimalarial immunity (that is, in persons who have had little or no past exposure to malaria and including persons who formerly lived in malarious countries but who now live in non-malarious countries). The adult dosing regimen for prophylaxis with Malarone is one adult tablet daily starting 1 to 2 days before travel, taken daily during travel, and continuing daily for 7 days after leaving the malarious area.

Yellow Fever 

Yellow fever occurs in certain jungle locations of South America, where the virus is maintained in a cycle among forests, mosquitoes, and monkeys. In South America sporadic infections occur almost exclusively in forestry and agricultural workers who are exposed occupationally in or near forests. Yellow fever is a viral disease transmitted between humans by a mosquito. General precautions to avoid mosquito bites should be followed. These include the use of insect repellent, protective clothing, and mosquito netting. Yellow fever is a very rare cause of illness in travelers, but most countries have regulations and requirements for yellow fever vaccination that must be met prior to entering the country. 

Yellow Fever Vaccine - This vaccine is administered as a one single injection. It can be administered by your local health department or a travel medicine clinic at a nearby major hospital. Family physicians will not have access to this vaccine. Do not receive the vaccine if you are allergic to eggs or are pregnant. The immunization, and resultant certificate, is valid 10 days after vaccination. You will not need a booster for 10 years.

Hepatitis A&B 

Hepatitis A transmission may occur by direct person-to-person contact, from contaminated water, ice, or shellfish harvested from sewage-contaminated water; or from fruits, vegetables or other foods which are eaten uncooked, but which may become contaminated during handling. Recent studies have shown that many cases of travel-related hepatitis A occur in travelers with “standard” tourist itineraries, accommodations, and food and beverage consumption behaviors. Depending on the particular vaccine you receive, it is typically given in two dozes, the second dose anywhere from 6-18 months after the first. Although much more difficult to contract (typically through IV drug use, sexual contact and other contacts with blood and body fluids), your local health department, travel medicine clinic or physician may advise a Hepatitis B vaccine as well.

Typhoid Fever

Typhoid fever is caused by the bacteria called Salmonella Typhi. You can contract this disease if you eat food or drink beverages that have been handled by a person who is shedding S. Typhi, or if sewage contaminated with S. Typhi bacteria gets into the water you use for drinking, washing food or inadvertently swallow while swimming or taking a shower and using water pumped into the lodge or houseboat from a lake or river. Pumping river water into your shower is a very common practice at many houseboat operations and lodges in Venezuela and Brazil. Once S. Typhi bacteria are eaten or drunk, they multiply and spread into the bloodstream. The body reacts with fever and other signs and symptoms.  Persons with typhoid fever usually have a sustained fever as high as 103° to 104° F. They may also feel weak, or have stomach pains, headache, or loss of appetite. In some cases, patients have a rash of flat, rose-colored spots. The only way to know for sure if an illness is typhoid fever is to have samples of stool or blood tested for the presence of S. Typhi. Three antibiotics (ampicillin, trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole, and ciprofloxacin) can be used to treat this illness. Persons given antibiotics usually begin to feel better within 2 to 3 days, and deaths rarely occur. However, persons who do not get treatment may continue to have fever for weeks or months, and as many as 20% may die from complications of the infection. It is wise to receive the vaccine, a minimum of a week before traveling on a peacock bass trip.  A new oral typhoid vaccine and a new single dose injectable vaccine produces fewer side effects than the older two dose  vaccine and are 65-75% effective against the disease. 

Tetanus Booster

As a standard precaution for all fishing trips, it is recommended that you obtain a current tetanus booster shot. See your personal physician for details regarding this booster.

Diarrhea

Traveler’s diarrhea is typically caused by introducing different microbes (not necessarily harmful ones) into your intestinal tract through food and drinks.  Simple cases of traveler’s diarrhea can be handled by taking Imodium tablets, two capsules at the onset of diarrhea and then one capsule after each loose stool. Not to exceed 8 capsules in one day.  If the diarrhea persists, and is accompanied by severe cramping, it may be advisable to obtain a prescription for Cipro 500 mg to take twice daily until the diarrhea stops.  One preventive measure might be to start Acidophelus bacteria (the healthy kind found in yogurt) tablets. This may fortify your intestinal tract and may kill off some of the “bugs” that might cause more serious intestinal problems. 

First Aid Kit

Coordinate with your fishing companions about compiling a group first aid kit for your trip in the event of cuts or other minor injuries. This kit should include a topical antibacterial like betadine, polysporin, sterile gauze pads, sterile gauze roll, bandaids, butterfly bandaids, ace bandages, tape and definitely an Epipen (adrenaline injector) for those allergic to bee and wasp stings or with serious allergies to various food groups.  

Sunburn 

Because of the intense tropical sun of the Amazon Watershed, we strongly suggest precautions to prevent excessive exposure. We recommend wearing long sleeve shirts and pants, preferably of a lightweight cotton material or one of the new fast drying materials available. A wide brimmed hat will protect the ears and neck region. Consider wearing sun gloves (Mangrove sun protection gloves offer SPF 50 for the hands and are available at MonsterPeacockBassLures.com) to protect the hands, which are often overlooked and can burn easily. Sunscreen, of at least a sun protection factor (SPF) of 30, should be applied early in the morning, long before perspiration occurs. It is also prudent to apply a protective lip balm as well. When sunburn does occur, we recommend applying 100% Aloe Vera gel, with no additives, to the skin.  Additionally, 1% (no stronger should be used repeatedly on the skin) topical hydrocortisone cream will also help the tender skin of a sunburn.

Allergic Reactions

If you have severe allergic reactions to insects or food, you should talk to your personal physician about prescribing EpiPens to bring on your trip. An Epipen is a self-injection device, filled with what might be a life-saving drug called epinephrine (adrenaline). Epinephrine can help stop or delay a severe allergic reaction.  

You should inform your booking agent, as well as the lodge, boat or camp manager and cook, to make sure that they are aware of any insect, chemical or food allergies. In some cases, you will fish watersheds that possess annoying, albeit not dangerous, noseeums. For those allergic to them, they will create a terrible itching.  If you are sensitive to biting insects, ask your physician to write for a Medrol Dosepak, which you can take to alleviate non life threatening reactions and allergies. These are cortisone tablets and are relatively safe with few side effects. For further information about severe allergic reactions, visit Epipen.com. 
CPR REFERENCE GUIDE

It would be prudent for any angler taking a trip to learn CPR. One never knows when this life saving technique of jump starting the heart will be needed.  Medical authorities believe, however, that even if one does not know the latest CPR techniques, some attempt is better than no attempt at all.  The following is an overview of the most current CPR technique. 
Step 1: If a person becomes unconscious and you cannot feel a pulse, put them on their back and tilt their head back and listen for breathing (see figure at left).  Watch the chest and see if it rises. If the person is not breathing, pinch the nose with one hand, as you tilt the head back with the other hand (see figure at left). Now, tightly cover their mouth with yours and blow into their mouth until you see the chest rise. Give 2 breaths.  Each breath should take 1 second.


Step 2: Now, see if you can feel breath from their mouth or see if their chest is rising on their own. If the person is still not breathing normally, remove the shirt and put your fingers on the breast bone directly between the nipples (see diagram at left). 

Step 3: Kneel along side the person. Take one hand and interlock your fingers to the palm of your other hand as in the diagram at left. Now, put your palm on the chest on the breast bone between the nipples. You should be positioned directly over the breast bone and then push sharply down so that the chest pushes in between 1-1/2 to 2 inches. Pump 30 times at a rage of 100 pumps per minute. After 30 pumps, repeat step one for two breaths and go back to pumping. Keep repeating until the person breaths or emergency medical personnel arrives.  

A peacock bass trip to tropical South America should be a fantastic and safe experience, offering years of fond memories to the visiting angler. While the risk of contracting a tropical disease is rare, the possibility does exist. There have been documented cases of several anglers in the past decade dying of Yellow Fever (they did not receive the vaccine).  Others have contracted malaria. Do not neglect consulting with your personal physician and travel medicine clinic about what medications might be appropriate for you to take prior to and during your fishing trip. Remember, every person is different and a medication that might be prescribed for you, might not be appropriate for your fishing buddy with a different medical history.  Also, make sure your personal health insurance policy will cover you in the event of an illness or injury while in a foreign country, including air ambulance evacuation. There are relatively inexpensive policies that you can obtain prior to your trip. 


English / Spanish / Portuguese Translator

Every Day Phrases

	English


	Spanish
	Portuguese

	Please


	Por Favor
	Por Favor

	Thank you


	Gracias
	Obrigado

	Your Welcome


	De Nada
	De Nada

	Hello


	Hola
	Ola or Oi

	Good bye


	Adiós
	Tschau

	Good Morning


	Buenos Días


	Bom Dia

	Good Afternoon


	Buenas Tardes
	Boa Tarde



	Good Evening


	Buenas Noches
	Boa Noite



	Good
	Bien


	Bom

	Bad
	Mal
	Mal



	Coffee


	Café
	Cafe

	Breakfast               


	Desayuno
	Café da Manha

	Lunch                    
	Almuerzo


	Almoco

	Dinner


	Cena
	Jantar

	Beer


	Cerveza
	Cerveja

	Sleep


	Dormir
	Dormir



	Sleeping
	Dormido
	Adormecido

	Tired
	Cansado
	Cansado


English – Spanish – Portuguese Translator

Common Fishing Terminology 

	English
	Spanish
	Portuguese

	Peacock bass
	Pavón
	Tucunaré

	Guide
	Guía
	Guia



	Rod
	Caña
	Vara



	Reel


	Carrete
	Carretilha

	Lure
	Señuelo
	Izca Artificial



	Line
	Línea, Nylon or Material
	Linha



	Hook
	Anzuelo
	Gancho or Anzol



	Net
	Red
	Rede



	Shoreline
	Costa
	Barranco



	Tree
	Árbol
	Arvore



	Rock
	Roca or Piedra
	Pedra or Rocha



	Point
	Punta
	Ponto



	Island


	Isla


	Ilha

	Fish

(In the Water)
	Pez
	Peixe

	Fish

(Out of Water)
	Pescado
	Peixe

	Big Fish


	Pescado Grande
	Peixe Grande

	Troll


	Troleo
	Corricar


English – Spanish – Portuguese Translator

Common Fishing Terminology

	English
	Spanish
	Portuguese

	Let’s Go
	Vamos or Vamonos
	Vamos

	Other Place
	Otro Lugar
	Outro Lugar

	Let’s go to another place
	Vamos a Otro Lugar
	Vamos Outro 

Lugar



	Let’s fish here
	Vamos A Pescar Aquí
	Vamos Pescar Aqui



	Faster
	Más Rápido
	Mais Rapido

	Slower
	Más Despacio
	Mais Devagar

	Current
	Corriente
	Correnteza



	Lagoon
	Laguna
	Lagoa



	Shallow


	Bajo


	Raso

	Deep
	Profundo
	Fundo

	Lake
	Lago
	Lago



	Fly Fishing
	Pesca con Mosca
	Pesca de Fly


The Amazon Watershed*




The Amazon River is the largest river in the world (the Nile is actually the longest river), in terms of its volume and area of its drainage basin. This mighty river originates in the Peruvian Andes from the headwaters of the Ucayali-Apurímac river system. It flows some 4,000 miles across northern Brazil to its discharge into the Atlantic Ocean. This junction of freshwater discharging into the area is so massive that it actually turns the seawater from salty to brackish for more than 100 miles offshore.

In Peru the upper headwaters of this river, down to the Peruvian Amazon city of Iquitos, is called Marañón, and from there to the Atlantic it is referred to as the Amazon. In Brazil the name Solimões is used from Iquitos to the mouth of the Rio Negro (near the city of Manaus) and Amazon only from the Rio Negro to the Atlantic Ocean. There are more than 1,000 known tributaries of the Amazon, with seven of these in excess of 1,000 miles in length. The Rio Negro is the largest of all the Amazon tributaries and is well known to sport anglers from throughout the world. With a drainage area of 292,000 square miles, as long as the operators in this region continue to seek out new oxbow lakes, lagoons and offshoot tributaries (ie. Unini River), the area should have no problem sustaining a long-term catch and release fishery.  The second largest tributary of the Amazon is the Madeira, another system that is very popular with sport angler. It joins the Amazon below the city of Manaus, the jumping off point for the majority of sportfishing operations in Brazil. 
The vast Amazon basin (Amazonia), the largest lowland in Latin America, has an area of about 2.3 million square miles and is the largest source of freshwater in the world. Stretching some 1,725 miles from north to south, the basin includes the greater part of Brazil and Peru, significant parts of Colombia, Ecuador, and Bolivia, and a small area of Venezuela. Approximately two-thirds of the Amazon's main stream and by far the largest portion of its basin are within Brazil. The Amazon Basin is home to more than 2 million insect species, 200,000 plants, 4000 species of fish (more than Atlantic and Pacific Oceans together) and more than 800 mammals, many of which are found nowhere else in the world. 
The Amazon/Orinoco Seasonal Factors 

The extensive lowland areas bordering the main river and its tributaries, called várzeas, are subject to annual flooding, with consequent soil enrichment; however, most of the vast basin consists of upland, well above the inundations and known as terra firme. The torrential rains are caused, in large part, by the respiration of the dense Amazon jungle which releases massive quantities of water vapor into the atmosphere. Some researchers have measured annual rainfall in some regions as much as 10 feet. Ten feet of rainfall, however, may translate to a raising of certain tributaries in excess of 30 feet. The adjacent varzeas now become inundated with literally thousands of acres of flooding.  Peacock bass and other gamefish can literally hide anywhere within the maze of roots, trees and flooded forest, as an abundant food source is readily available for them in the jungle terrain. The northern and southern Amazon regions are bisected by the equator, creating two distinct seasonal peacock bass fisheries in the Amazon Basin. These two fisheries correspond to the contrasting seasons (rainy or dry) experienced in the Amazon region north and south of the equator. The fishing season in the Amazon basin north of the equator closely corresponds to the fall and winter seasons in the states (September-March). The fishing season of the Amazon basin south of the equator corresponds to our  summer and early fall time periods (July-September). There is not much variation in the temperature of the Amazon Basin north or south of the equator, but there exits extensive variation in rain-fall in these two regions. 

As a rule, the prime time to fish for peacock bass and other gamefish north of the equator is between the months of September and March (keep in mind that seasonal rainfall variation may alter these basic monthly guidelines). In April or May, seasonal rains begin to swell the rivers, creeks and lagoons of the northern Amazon Watershed. During July through August, the rains begin to subside and the rivers, creeks and lagoons shrink each day from the receding water. This now positions the fish back into areas where they are accessible to anglers. By September (possibly even October or later depending on conditions), the levels are usually low enough to provide for prime fishing opportunities in the northen Amazon Watershed. 
It is very important, however, for you to keep in mind that nothing is guaranteed when you are dealing with Mother Nature. Torrential downpours have and can occur during a fishing trip in the middle of the dry season and may add unexpected water to the system which will negatively affect fishing conditions. According to Don Cutter, owner/operator of Amazon Fishing Adventures and an avid angler that calls the Amazon his second home, the most critical element regarding water levels is not the level itself, but actually the direction of movement of the levels. “Even if levels are low and we have recent rains that are now elevating the system, this will usually cause a lull in the fishing action,” he points out. “Conversely, even if the water level has been high on a particular system, when it starts falling, the fishing seems to improve.” 
EXOTIC GAMEFISH OF THE NORTHERN AMAZON WATERSHED

ARAWANA

The Arawana (Osteoglossum bicirrhosum) is a silvery, almost eel looking, fish that is a highly specialized surface feeder. Arawanas cruise the shallow water, their head and eyes positioned upwards (see image at left) as they gaze for insects, small birds, lizards and frogs. They prowl below trees, especially beneath overhanging branches, ready to leap some six feet out of the water to pick off unsuspecting insects, reptiles and birds that might have crawled to the tip of a branch. Because of these aerial acrobatic maneuvers beneath the jungle canopy, these fish have been referred to as "water monkeys". Arawanas have been rumored to capture prey as large as low flying bats and small birds. The Arawana typically grows to around 3 to 4 feet. This species, called an osteoglossid, exhibit parental care. They build nests and protect the young after they hatch. Some species are mouth brooders, the parents holding sometimes hundreds of eggs and fry in their mouths. The young may make several tentative trips outside the parent's mouth to investigate their surroundings before leaving permanently. These fish are typically taken on smaller topwater plugs, such as walking stick baits and poppers, however they have been caught on just about every lure in the tackle box of the peacock bass angler. 
JACUNDA

The Jacunda is what is referred to as a pike cichlid and a relative of the peacock bass. They will be brownish to reddish in color and their coloration can vary widely. They posses a long dorsal fin that extends down the last 2/3 of their body.  They will typically have an eyespot at the base of the tail. Like peacock bass, they will often related to structure, such as next to fallen trees, points or sandbars. They will readily take peacock bass lures, but typically the smaller ones, not the massive topwater propeller baits. They do put up a good tussle for their smallish stature. They seldom weigh more than a few pounds. 
PIRARUCU

The Pirarucu (Arapaima gigas), also referred to as arapaima or paiche, is a South American tropical freshwater fish. It is one of the largest freshwater fish species in the world, reportedly with a maximum length in excess of nine feet and weight up to 450 pounds. As one of the most sought after food fish species in the Amazon, it is often captured by spearing for local villagers to consume and even for export, and, consequently, large Pirarucu are becoming scarce in the wild today. The diet of the Pirarucu consists of other fish or even small animals, including birds. These fish also has the ability to breathe air from the surface due to a lung-like lining of its throat, an advantage in oxygen-deprived water that is often found in the Amazon Watershed. Since the arapaima needs to swim at the surface to breathe air, local native anglers often catch them by harpooning them. One large pirarucu can yield as much as 70 kg of meat.  Although they will occasionally fall victim to a topwater lure, they are most apt to take a jerkbait. While many fish are caught accidentally, as the angler fishes for peacock bass, the guides are becoming adept at locating these fish in quiet lagoons and they are targeted almost like shallow cruising tarpon. Several giant pirarucus are landed each year on the Unini River. 

CORVINA

The Corvina (Plagioscion squamosissimus), also called silver croaker or Pescada is a silvery colored, stout-bodied fishthat resembles the croaker of salt water.  They tend to feed on small baitfish and do travel in schools. Land one, and you and your fishing partner are likely to land 20 over the next hour.  They tend to school at the mouths where creeks and rivers intersect, or along deep pockets on a creek or river bank, preferring calm water.  They rarely assault a topwater plug, favoring surbsurface baits, especially bucktail jigs and small jerkbaits. This fish can get up to the mid-teens and is an exceptional battler on light tackle. 

PAYARA
The Payara, also called called Cachorro (Hydrolicus scomberoides) has been described as possessing "the body of an elongated permit and the tail of a salmon." These anatomical characteristics not only allow it to be quite comfortable residing in and around rapidly moving water, but also make it quite a powerful adversary on the end of ones line. These fish leap like a tarpon, their silvery iridescent bodies providing a beautiful site as they contort some four feet out of the water, and make runs comparable to any saltwater light tackle gamefish. The payara's most unforgettable features are the two long teeth protruding up from its lower jaw. When the payara clamps its mouth shut, these 4-6 inch fangs fit nicely through corresponding sockets in the upper jaw. These great predators attack upward, impaling prey with their fangs and then swallowing them whole and head first. Although payara are occasionally caught within the Unini River and Rio Negro, they tend to favor fast moving water strewn with rocky shoals and this type of habitat is not prevalent on the aforementioned rivers. Most payara on the Unini and Rio Negro are caught on jerkbaits and topwater lures while fishing for peacock bass. 

TAMBAQUI

The Tambaqui (Colossoma macropomum), also called black pacu, is from the Characidae family. It is a relative of the piranha, but unlike piranhas, the tambaqui has a mouthful of blunt teeth that appears very human-like. The body color is brown to gray, with black blotches in its mid body and a white ventral area. These fish survive primarily on a plant and fruit diet. They may grow to more than 3 feet long and weigh over 65 pounds. It is found in rivers throughout the Amazon region. It is a migratory fish that tends to seek out lagoons during the rainy season, pursuing seeds and fruits that have fallen into the water. These fish have been caught on bucktail jigs, small jerkbaits and subsurface flies. The local guides prefer to use fruit on a bait-hook to catch the tambaqui, which is a very vicious fighter and a delicacy on the table.

PIRAPATINGA


The Pirapatinga (piaractus brachypomus), also called pacu, morocoto, and cachama is from the Characidae family and very closely resembles the tambaqui in appearance and characteristics.  The coloration of the pirapatinga, however, is not as varied as the tambaqui and the blotching of the tambaqui is not typically present in this species. They grow to large proportions and are a very challenging adversary. They are most readily available in the rainy season, a time when most anglers will not be taking a peacock bass excursion to Brazil. Similar methods are used to catch the pirapatinga as used to catch the tambaqui.  

PIRANHA
The Piranha, like the tambaqui and pirapatinga, is also a member of the Characidae family. At least a dozen species of these fish have been recognized. Many sport anglers have taken piranha up to the four to six pound range and they are a worthy adversary on light tackle. They take an assortment of small jigs and jerkbaits, but the locals catch them by using a piece of cut-bait on a small hook. Despite the tales of late night movies, piranhas are not the feared, man-eating creatures that they are often portrayed. Just a few of the species are dangerous to man and livestock and this primarily occurs when a large school is trapped within a drying lagoon with a dwindling or absent food source. It is advisable, however, not to place your fingers anywhere near their mouths when unhooking a lure or hook. They will take a snap at you in an instant. Piranha can be taken up to 6 pounds in Brazil. They are usually an incidental catch to most sport anglers fishing for other species. The first time angler to South America enjoys targeting this species just so they can tell their fishing buddies back home they've tangled with piranha.

AMAZON CATFISH

It is estimated that there are more than a 1,000 catfish species of the Amazon/Orinoco watersheds. They come in a variety of colors, shapes and sizes (see two examples above). It is widely acknowledged that some of these Amazon catfish species are among the most powerful gamefish in the world. 

PIRAIBA

The largest catfish species in the Amazon is known as the giant Amazon catfish (seen at left) or Piraiba (Brachyplatystoma filamentosum). According to the late world renowned marine scientist and conservationist Jacques Cousteau, the pirabila is the largest scaleless or leather skinned fish in Brazil, reaching 3 meters (10 feet) in length and weighing up to 600 kgs. (approx. 1,200 lbs). The largest specimens are literally unstoppable on all but the strongest saltwater gear.  They are typically dark gray in color. 

The heads of the piraiba are enormous and they have small black eyes. They are typically found in deep holes of the river channel or where two rivers or a river and large creek converge. Anglers have their best success fishing for them from late afternoon through the night, but they have been taken at any time during the day.  They will consume large live or cut baits. The smaller version of the piraiba (seen at left) is called filhote (meaning youngster).  

REDTAIL CATFISH

The Redtail catfish (Phractocephalus hemioliopterus), also called pirarara, although not reaching the gargantuan proportions as the piraiba, is equally as challenging and specimens in excess of 100 lbs have been landed in nets and on hooks with cut-bait or live bat.. This species is stypically blackish with beautiful red highlights to its tail and fins and a whitish ventral surface. The redtail catfish will occasionally be caught on lures while fishing for peacock bass – typically on jerkbaits. Using cutbait on the bottom, with a heavy sinker to keep the bait from being washed away from the current, however, is the preferred choice of local guides. The redtail catfish is best targeted within deeper holes along the main river channel during the late afternoon or evening hours.

SORUBIM

The Sorubim does not grow to the massive proportions of the piraiba and pirarara, but is a worthy adversary on peacock bass tackle. There are three species of Sorubim catfish that you might find on the end of your line on the Unini River, the striped (Psuedoplatystoma fasciatum), tiger (Pseudoplatystoma tigrinum), and spotted (Pseudoplatystoma coruscans) varieties.  Since their color patterns are so varied, it is often difficult to tell them apart.  They all pretty much display a darkened gray dorsal side. This gives way to ornate black markings of stripes, bars and speckles on a white flank. Although they possess long and sensitive barbels to help search for food along the bottom, this species is quite aggressive throughout the water column and will readily assaults the plugs of anglers when they are fishing for peacock bass. Of course, they will readily take cut bait off the bottom as well.  The world record is over 40 pounds.  
BICUDA

The Bicuda (Boulengerella maculate) is a scaled fish with a body contour that resembles the pike of the Canadian wilderness. It possesses a pointy mouth with many needle-like teeth.  It has a dorsal fin located in the rear third of its body.  Many bicuda demonstrate an eye spot at the base of the tail fin. This species tends to favor slower moving water along river banks under overhanging tees and within lagoons and creeks. They typically do not school in large numbers, but often roam in small packs. They primarily feed on small fish and will readily take a plug used to catch peacock bass. Once hooked, it is a very acrobatic fish, leaping numerous times during the battle. This fish can weigh in the lower teens. 
TRAIRA 

The Traira (Hoplias malabaricus) is a scaled fish with a uniform cylindrical shaped body. It has a large mouth and very sharp teeth. The traira is similar to the mudfish of North Amreica. The fins on this species are rounded, with the exception of the dorsal fin which tends to have a rectangular shape. This species varies in color from black to brown. Some may possess spots. This fish tends to reside in slack waters, such as in lagoons and bays. They like to lurk under overhanging trees, waiting for small birds or insects to fall in the water. They often school. They will reside in water that peacock bass won’t – dingy water that would seem to be deprived of oxygen. If you get a strike in shallow, dingy water, don’t get too excited that you’ve hooked into a peacock bass, as it’s probably a traira. It will readily attack topwater and subsurface lures used for peacock bass.  This fish can attain weights up to seven pounds, but are typically caught in the 1-3 pound range.  

TRAIRAO 

The trairão (Hoplias lacerdae) is a traira on steroids!  Imagine a 50 pound mudfish. This is it!  This scaled species is almost a black with highlights of grayish on its body scales. The abdomen is usually white or off-white. The eyes are big and black. The dorsal fin is in the center of the body. It has a huge mouth and razor sharp canines. The largest trairão are found in slack water next to major rapids, typically not seen on the Unini River. It will take an assortment of subsurface lures, live and cut-bait. It will run and make acrobatic leaps like a tarpon. 
FISHES OF AMAZONIA courtesy of artist Ray Troll, Ketchikan, Alaska
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The Amazon is home to a vast array of creatures above and below the river’s surface; the diversity of fishes alone rivals that of any ocean, with over three thousand known species- and scientists are finding more species every year. Ray painted the above image as a seven-by-fifteen-foot-long mural over the course of nine months in 1999-2000, filling it with pink dolphins, a manatee, a curious squirrel monkey, a large black caiman, an anaconda, and a paradisiacal host of fishes.  The original painting is in the Miami Museum of Science’s traveling exhibit called “Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches.” Ray Troll’s fine artwork printed with high quality, lightfast inks on heavyweight acid-free paper. Each art poster is individually signed by Ray. Different sizes are available. Shipped in sturdy round tubes For more information about ordering this beautiful art as a print: 

http://store.trollart.com/product.php?productid=104&cat=4&page=2
Quick Knot (also called Uni-Knot) 
1 - Run at least six inches of line through the eye of the lure, and fold to make two parallel lines.  Bring the tag end of the line back in a circle towards the lure.

2 - Make six to seven turns with the tag end around the double line and through the circle that is now created.

3 - Slowly pull the two tag ends to cinch up the loops and the knot will begin to form and slide toward the                                                                          line tie or snap at the nose of the lure. 

4 - Pull the standing line to slide the knot up against the eye.  Then continue pulling until the knot is tight.  You will feel and hear a “popping” sensation as this knot will “lock” into place once it is cinched down.
Palomar Knot  

Double approximately 5 to 10 Inches of line (depending upon the size of the lure or fly) and pass through the eye of the hook.

Use the double line to tie an overhand or thumb knot, letting the lure or fly hang loose and avoiding twisting the lines

Pull the loop down and pass over the lure or fly.


Moisten the knot and pull both the tag end and standing end of the line to tighten the knot.
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Celebrating 20 Years in the Amazon Watershed
Note that the angler (above) is eyeing the shoreline, one that features points, stumps, pockets and fallen trees. 





In the “run-and-gun” scenario above, the anglers had good success fishing in hidden lagoons off the Unini River, but not so much success on the main river itself. Rather than cast countless times at  unproductive river banks, points, islands, etc., the savvy guide above decided to run to his favorite lagoons throughout the day which yielded a very nice catch as large peacocks were guarding fry in many of these lagoons. 





You should never stop the retrieve if you detect a wake at your bait, swirl around your bait or missed strike. In some cases, if you actually quicken the retrieve, it just might entice an aroused peacock to strike your lure. 





The Japanese made Luck Craft Sammy 128 lure (seen above) is a well made, beautifully painted plug for “walking the dog.” I will remove all three hooks and replace only the nose and tail hooks and split ring. These lures are expensive, at about $16 a lure, but, again, worth purchasing a few.








The key to working the Banjo Minnow for optimal success is to cast close to cover and let the bait quickly sink 4-10 inches below the surface and then start the retrieve. Use the wrists to erratically dart the bait, pausing for a brief moment between every three to five twitches of the wrists.  You want to fish it just deep enough that you keep visual contact with the bait at all times. 








Greg Thompson, seen at left with a giant peacock, advises that you maintain eye contact with your topwater bait as you retrieve it across the surface, staying alert for wakes or bulges or the silhouette of a fish ready to slam it. If the fish wakes it, swirls at it or slashes at it, but fails to take it on his first attempt, keep working the bait to keep the fish in an aroused state. 





Author Gary Laden (center of back row) served as team captain of the winning Team Gringo during the 1rst International Peacock Bass World Championship, as they emerged victorious over a team of Brazilian peacock bass anglers. 





Veteran peacock bass angler Henri Gauthier admires a nice peacock taken on a jerkbait after he realized that the topwater bite was a bit off that day. 





The late T.O. McLean with one of many trophy peacock bass taken while trolling propeller plugs.





The guide is dragging the boat over fallen trees to access a prime lagoon. 





This experienced and hard working guide is using his machete to hack his way through a tree that lay toppled in a creek and is blocking the access to one of his favorite lagoons. 





Charles Hammontree Jr, uses both the traditional (up and down) jigging approach, as well as a swimming approach to tempt peacock bass. 





In the photo at right, guide Jo-Jo Teixeira Brasil helps Don Gentry of Flowery Branch, GA land a trophy peacock bass taken from below a fry pod. They released the fish soon after a quick photo to return to guard their fry.





Amazon Kingfisher





If your guide urges you to be quiet and then points (see photo at right) to the center of a quiet lagoon, carefully gaze in the water, there is a good chance he has spotted a fry ball, often with a trophy-class male and female guarding them (see illustration below). 





Points with the added benefit of cover, such as fallen trees or stumps are outstanding areas to locate and catch big peacock bass.





When fishing standing timber, make accurate casts within the narrow lanes between the trees for best success.





©The Complete Peacock Bass Angler contains material (photographs, diagrams & text) that has been copyrighted by Gary Laden and any unauthorized use of any of the material is prohibited.


___________________________________________________________________________


If you have any questions or comments, contact Gary Laden at:


 515 Trailside CT, Roswell, GA  30075  /  Email: Peacockbassadventures@hotmail.com 











 According to Lester Scalon (see photo above), sandbars often offer unique features, such as finger points, humps, drop-offs and depressions.





When Peter Ventrone hooks a fish near cover, he will keep the rod held high and apply very minimal pressure to the hooked fish. His guide is slowly using the electric motor to move the boat away from fly snagging cover. Ventrone (seen above fighting a huge peacock bass) is almost leading the fish to open water. Once there, he resumes the battle, but on his terms. 





Peter Ventrone takes a trophy peacock after casting a large streamer fly to a lagoon bank. 





Fly angling expert Flip Pallot (above) lands a beautiful peacock bass on the fly.





Austin Wedemeyer (see photo at left) lands a 19-lb. barred peacock bass that was cruising on a sandbar in a lagoon on the Unini River. It took several casts to get this fish to strike.





Banjo Minnow inventor Wayne Hockmeyer (see photo to left) lands a 21 pound barred peacock on the Banjo Minnow, just one of many trophy fish he caught during his first peacock bass trip to South America. 





The most productive Banjo Minnow is the 5-inch pearl colored bait that can be made more enticing by highlight coloring certain parts of the bait with the use of a Spike-It lure marker. 





Consider fishing long, flashy bucktail jigs like a jerkbait. Cast to schooling fish, fry pods, or simply fan casts sandbars and points using an erratic, but controlled, action. Point your rod tip towards the water and use your wrists to impart an action that mimics a fleeing baitfish (see diagram above). If you are interested in ordering custom, hand-tied swim jigs, contact Susan Laden at peacockbassadventures@hotmail.com.





Steve Townson, of Portugal, pictured above, believes that 6-9 inch long bucktail jigs, tied in a variety of colors, are deadly on peacock bass, and not just the schooling smaller butterfly species. They will catch giant fish, like the one in the above photo. 





Brightly colored, longer profiled (6 to 9 inches) lures with flashabou tied in to further enhance the appeal of them to peacock bass. 





The traditional white 3 to 4-inch long bucktail jig is one of the best all-around fish catching lures used by anglers throughout the globe for a variety of gamefish species. These bucktail jigs will continue to catch peacock bass, however new jig designs have taken this lure to another level. 





After making a cast with a popping plug, point the rod at approximately a 45 degree angle towards the water and use your wrists (not the arms) to impart a series of short snaps to the lure. The lure should make a very distinct popping sound and displace water, much the same noise and commotion that a peacock bass makes when striking a baitfish on the surface. You will be amazed how some trophy peacock bass simply suck the bait under, while others will totally smash it.  





The Japanese made Evergreen Inspire Amazon lure (seen in image above) is probably the prettiest (in terms of lure construction and paint job) that I have ever seen in a surface walking bait. Like the Super Spook, I will remove all three hooks and replace only the nose and tail hooks and split ring. These lures are expensive, at $20 a pop, but worth purchasing a few.








Tony Accetta 


Pet Spoon





Eighty-one years young Bob Quilliam, with a 19 lb peacock taken on a ¾-oz. spoon and light spinning tackle from a lagoon.





The key to working the Banjo Minnow for optimal success is to cast close to cover and let the bait sink to between 4-12 inches below the surface. Use the wrists to erratically dart the bait, pausing for a brief moment between approximately every three to five twitches of the wrists. 





Although large prop baits have garnered the reputation for tempting trophy sized peacocks, subsurface baits (such as the Yo Zuri Tobimaru Minnow in the photo above) will also produce trophy class fish.





It is wise to remove the front propeller and keep the largest propeller in the tail section, as nose propellers will typically tangle the line and do not make as enticing a sound when ripped through the water.








Former President Jimmy Carter and author Gary Laden during President Carter’s first trip to the Amazon.





Author Gary Laden (left) on one of his many Amazon angling adventures, this time with former President George Bush (center).





After the cast, reel in the slack line and then use a downward snap of the wrists (see diagram above and photo at right) to create a series of quick and short rips of the propeller bait all the way back to the boat. Keep the wrists at waist level.





The Super Zara Spook is deadly on peacock bass that are not aggressively assaulting large propeller baits. Modify this lure as per the instructions below.





The vicious topwater strike of the peacock bass keeps anglers returning to South America year after year.  





Bring a variety of lures and flies that will cover the water column, from the surface down to approximately six feet deep. 








This is a size 6 Double-Lok snap that is an extremely strong, effective tool for affixing line to different lures. 





The well equipped angler will have (from top to bottom) a split ring pliers, braided line scissors and needle nosed pliers for their peacock bass adventure to Brazil.





Aerospace technology has been utilized to produce their TUF-Line XP® fishing line. Tension Lock Technology TUF-Line XP® is produced under high tensions allowing more compaction of the fibers during the finishing process. TUF-Line XP® is more compact, smaller in diameter, packs better on reels, offers better knot performance, casts longer, reduces rod tip wraps, and boasts higher abrasion resistance. Excellent choice for large topwater lures.





Power Pro begins its manufacturing with ultra-strong braided Spectra® Fiber, then uses Enhanced Body Technology™ to create an incredibly round, smooth, and sensitive line.  Power Pro works great with any kind of reel. Still, switching from mono to Power Pro will take some getting use to. It is comparable to trading your fly swatter in for a two-by-four: it takes a little care to get used to all that extra power!  Excellent choice for large topwater lures.





During the course of a fishing day, author Gary Laden will frequently alternate between casting and spinning tackle when fishing for peacock bass. He believes he is able to fish longer and harder by switching between the two types of tackle. 





A spinning rod should be 6-1/2 feet in length, with a medium/heavy action and fast tip.





Author Gary Laden (at left) believes that a 6’2” to 6’6” medium//heavy to heavy action casting rod is the  tool of choice when casting a large surface propeller bait. The rod should possess a firm tip, guides with double footings anchored to the blank and a long handle.  





It is important to be versatile with your gear before visiting Brazil, being comfortable with both heavy and light lures and both casting and spinning gear.  As Dink Alston advises, practice with your gear long before you travel to Brazil.  Lee Sanders, seen at right, lands a teen sized peacock bass on fairly light spinning gear, but he had the rod, reel, lure and line perfectly matched for the conditions. 





Dink Alston (at right) encourages anglers to practice with their gear long before coming on their peacock bass fishing trip to Brazil. 





Practice with your gear before your trip to South America, so that you can spend time catching fish and refining your skills, as opposed to casting plugs into trees and picking out backlashes - which will only leave you frustrated. When you become familiar with your gear, you may have results like this trophy peacock bass caught by long time Amazon angling veteran Larry “The X-Man” Humphrey, seen at right, of Columbus, Ohio.





Tucunare Amarelo





For more information on medical precautions in the Amazon Watershed of South America, refer to WWW.CDC.GOV for more details.





Note that during the high water scenario, the water is very high and has flooded the shoreline forest. The peacock bass have access to this flooded forest and they are out of the casting reach of anglers. 





Cichla Monoculus





Tucunare Borboleta





Surface popping plugs, like the September Pop by KLures above, are excellent lures to turn to when peacock bass are not aggressively attacking propeller baits.





Cichla Orinocensis





Tucunare Paca





Speckled peacock bass





The above scene is an example of perfect water level conditions. The water is out of the forest and there are exposed points, sandbars and shoreline cover. The fish now migrate out of the flooded jungle and are more accessible to anglers. 





Tucunare Acu





Barred peacock bass





Notice the bump on the head of this large male spawning peacock bass. It is called the nuchal hump, its purpose the source of much speculation by fisheries biologists.





All peacock bass species reveal the “eye spot” on their tail. It serves as a defense mechanism.





All fish species in the Amazon basin are either potential predator or prey.





Flip Pallot, host of the popular weekly ESPN series – The Walker’s Cay Chronicles - finally experiences his first peacock bass trip after much coaxing from author Gary Laden.





Since the mid 1980’s, an ever-increasing number of anglers [including two former United States presidents] have trekked to the Amazon watershed of Brazil and Venezuela to target the peacock bass, a freshwater species some suggest is the most exciting gamefish on earth! 





Although considered on the smallish side by most peacock bass anglers, it was a Rebel Pop-R, model P70, that coaxed the 20 pound giant in the photo at left into striking, when other traditional trophy peacock lures failed to do so.  








The Hotdog, by California based KLures, is a dynamite new walking bait. This grande sized version of the super-spook is 6-inches and 1-1/2-ounces. It walks with a fantastic action and is very easy for the angler to impart the enticing rhythmic “walk the dog” action.  
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